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= SE VOND'THE BORDE 


Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Mark 16:15 


IAA Executive Director/CEO 


How do you define borders? Are borders the beginning or the end of 
a designated space? 


The latest issue of AMAA News that you are holding in your hands is dedicated to the border 
villages of Armenia and Artsakh. 

Villages are organic habitats. People live there. 

When we speak of a border village, we are talking about communities, people, human beings, 
men, women and children, creatures born in the image of their creator. Thus, the emphasis is on 
life, comparatively primitive, but yet pure, honest, innocent and down to earth life. 

Since the dawn of AMAA’s presence in the Homeland following the 1988 earthquake, andin ™ 
the 33 plus years since, the mission has exponentially grown and expanded into towns and cities, hills and valleys across 
Armenia and Artsakh. AMAA has touched people, touched their lives. Changed destinies and directions. Spotlighted vision- 
aries and embraced dreamers. Helped dreams come true. The mission has thrived both in the city and among surrounding 
communities in all fields within its operational boundaries: 

" preaching the Word of God 

" educating the youth and adults 

« shielding and uplifting values 

" reaching out to the orphan and the widow. 

Historically, AMAA’s first encounter with a border village was just ten years ago, (see page 6) but the focus on border 
life increased right after the 2020 Artsakh War. There was assault at the door. Encroachment created anxiety, fear and 
darkness. There was need for steadfast resistance, holding the ground, supporting the shoulder and a desperate need for 
a flood of hope, love and service. 

AMAA heeded the call and was there to pay attention, see and listen, greet and hug and reassure love and compassion. 

Our promises to our border villages are: 

« we will suffer and thrive with you 
* we shall come in the dark and light a candle together 
= we Shall learn from you and together preserve the purest of our values, unstained faith and unspoiled culture. 

So, are borders the beginning or the end of a space? 

"People put the light on a stand and it gives light to everyone in the house." Matthew 5:15 

Border villages are our lighthouses. The end of Armenia’s borders is the beginning of ‘all the world.’ 

Please join the AMAA to keep the light on beyond the border. Empower a border family. 

Thank you for your support. 


February 17, 2022 
Paramus, New Jersey 
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President's Message 


PF THE|KINGDOMIOF GOD 


But seek first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be given to you. Matthew 6:33 


By Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D.* 


s human beings we are on a perpetual mission to seek and find 
all that we think is necessary for our existence — from the very 
basics of food, clothing and shelter to the emotional, intellectual 
and spiritual needs. The memories of the Christmas season are 
not too far behind us, with the crowded malls full of thousands of 
people seeking that perfect gift for a loved one. That perfect gift, 
of course, is often less than perfect as it ends up going back to where it came from 
the day after Christmas. There is no question that we spend a good portion of our 
lives in trivial pursuits. 

The sixth chapter of Matthew is the middle chapter of the three that bring to 
us Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount. This chapter is also of major significance since it 
includes the Lord’s Prayer. It is also in this chapter that Jesus exhorts us not to worry about what we’re going 
to wear, what we’re going to eat and what we’re going to drink. Jesus is not telling us here that we can do 
without food and drink, but He wants us to have our priorities right. 

Jesus mentions the term "The Kingdom of God" or its equivalent "The Kingdom of Heaven" more than 
a hundred times in the four Gospels. He uses many stories and parables to try to explain and describe what 
the Kingdom of God would be like. In the above-mentioned verse, there is one very important descriptive of 
the Kingdom of God and that is righteousness, His righteousness. 

As mortal human beings we have no access to the Kingdom of Heaven yet, but we sure can ask God 
to establish His kingdom on earth. We do that every time we say the Lord’s Prayer, don’t we? The key to 
establishing God’s kingdom on earth is righteousness, this time our righteousness. When we human beings 
learn to be righteous according to God’s commandments then all our needs will be met, and all our worries 
answered. This is how we need to set our priorities in our day to day living to make life on earth "heavenly" 
for us and our fellow human beings. 

For over a hundred years the Armenian Missionary Association of America has had a mission to reach out 
and help meet the needs of our communities in 24 countries. Our support has been humanitarian to many needy 
families and individuals affected by an earthquake, wars, economic meltdown and multiple other natural and 
manmade disasters. Our support has been in the educational sphere by building and supporting kindergartens, 
schools and institutions of higher learning in Artsakh, Armenia, the Middle East and the United States. We 
have built and supported summer camps and churches that have provided Christian Education to young and old 
to bring them closer to God and His Word. Our mission has been and will be to follow the Great Commission 
of Jesus and spread the Gospel that will lead people to the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 


*Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D. is the President of the AMAA. 
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From Border to Border 


We are our Borders 


We are obliged to settle the frontier regions only with Armenians. Are you 
listening, young Prince? Only Armenians. The frontier regions are our house’s 
pillars. The enemy’s battleaxe will strike at them first, with its merciless blow. But, 
if those pillars are solid, smoke from the House of Hayk will rise for eternity. 


By Harout Nercessian and Lusine Ohanyan* 


Tigran the Great 
By Hayk Khatchaturyan 
Chapter 42, Page 520 


Security Situation at the Borders 

The expression "border communities" 
(umhimtiwutpda huvuytpttn) evokes 
images of insecurity and fear in Armenia. 
Communities living close to the Azeri 
border frequently experience cross border 
shootings, snipings, kidnappings, enemy 
incursions, occupied lands, and stolen farm 
animals. Yes, security is a daily concern of 
these courageous villagers. 


The villagers play a critically impor- 
tant role in the defense of our Homeland’s 
borders. Strengthening these communities 
is imperative for the defense of Armenia. 
This has become more urgent since the war 
of 2020. 

The very presence of the border vil- 
lages is a testament to the enemy’s presence, 
which is very close, and in some places only 
a few feet away. To be precise, the enemy’s 


presence is not only at the border, but even 
right inside Armenian lands. In May of 2021, 
Azeri forces moved several miles into inter- 
nationally recognized Armenian territory, in 
flagrant violation of the 2020 peace treaty). 

Consequently, no one living at the 
border dreams about money, getting a high- 
paying job, a fancy car, or living in a man- 
sion. Everybody at the border just dreams 
about peace. 
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Security is not the only challenge facing 
these heroic communities.These strategi- 
cally important communities have fallen 
behind the rest of the country in education 
and socio-economic development. Poverty 
and poor public services are the accepted 
norms. 

These artificially erected socio-eco- 
nomic "borders" that separate cities and 
villages come with the additional high 
cost of the huge unrealized potential of 
these communities. The security situation, 
coupled with the socio-economic chal- 
lenges, can easily lead to a mass exodus, 
collapse of a border community and easily 
penetrable borders. 

Yes, life on the border is lived with great 
difficulty, but people keep living. They are 
not complaining about their tough lives, in- 
stead, they just keep being brave and ready 
to support others. 

Interestingly, over 2,000 years ago, 
Tigran the Great instructed his son to be 
vigilant about the empire’s borders by 
strengthening the border communities. 
Unfortunately, his instructions have fallen 
on deaf ears in the 3rd Armenian republic. 

The AMAA considers the empowering 
of these often overlooked communities to 
be of strategic importance. 

Despite the seemingly unsurmountable 
challenges, our relatively brief experience 
inspires hope. We are confident that we 
shall overcome all obstacles and will build 
thriving border communities that will defend 
the nation. Yes, we shall see thriving and 
vigilant Armenian frontier communities that 
are committed to the Homeland and abide 
by our nation’s Christian values. 


AMAA in Border Communities 

The AMAA has been serving these 
communities with the "We are our borders" 
mindset and a profound realization of its ur- 
gency and with the commitment to persevere 
as long as necessary. 


Genesis 

The first warning signs of the security 
situation were received in 2013, at the re- 
start of Azeri aggression following their 
1993 defeat. The border communities of 
Berd, situated in Northeastern Armenia (aka 
Shamshatin) in Tavush Region, mobilized. 
The AMAA responded as well. We quickly 
sent the necessary humanitarian and medi- 
cal supplies. 

Soon after, in August 2013, AMAA 
launched its border village outreach at the 


AMAA News - JAN + FEB» MARCH 2022 


Choratan village near the town of Berd. 
Thanks to the support of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of Australia, AMAA 
constructed a playground for the local 
Kindergarten. Coincidentally, this is where 
Hovig Tamazian, a committed member of 
the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Vana- 
dzor, was martyred in September 2020 while 
defending the Armenian borders. 

Today, thanks to the efforts of its incred- 
ibly resilient and industrious people, and a 
little push from the AMAA, Choratan is a 
thriving village. 
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How It All Began 
"May Your Visit Come with 
Blessings!"... And it came true. 
Awpueph fuEnny, [huh den 
qhin, 


"May your visit come with bless- 
ings." While on a personal visit to 
Armenia nearly ten years ago, Louisa 
Janbazian heard this sentence the 
first time she set foot in Choratan Vil- 
lage, a mere five kilometers from the 
border. The vineyards on the outskirts 
of the village are located right in the 
enemy's crosshairs. 

Before Louisa's visit, not a single 
Diasporan ever reached this village, 
and the villagers, bewildered by the 
situation, almost like a reflex, kept 
saying that this was the first Diaspo- 
ran who had ever come here. Again 
and again, they repeated the old 
Armenian expression, "May your visit 
come with blessings!" 


Something very meaningful came 
from that visit. Louisa's many friends 
and acquaintances soon became 
familiar with her inspiring story about 
the village's challenges and its need 
for assistance. She kept repeating the 
motto, "This is our Homeland, and our 
Homeland starts at its borders." Help 
was quickly on its way. 

The down-under Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of Australia responded 
by setting aside funds for building a 
playground for the villagers’ children. 

It became a cornerstone in the village's 
rejuvenation, which was carried out by 
locals and others, including the AMAA. 

This was the AMAA's first investment in 
the border villages program, and it had 
only just begun. 

Now transformed, a visitor can- 
not imagine what the old Choratan 
Village looked like. Only the eyewit- 
nesses who lived in the old Choratan 
remember the change from condi- 
tions of abject poverty into a thriv- 
ing village, where nearly the entire 
infrastructure is in proper working 
condition, the adults are employed by 
the local factory, children think about 
their education, and young people 
look after the village grounds. 

Maybe this story would never have 
been realized if compassion for our 
Homeland did not exist. Our Homeland is 
built on those who are committed to and 
compassionate toward the Motherland. 

Let us look after our Homeland, 
since it needs each and every one of us. 

We are Armenian because we 
have Armenia. 
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Playground for the children of Choratan. 


The War 

The war of September 27, 2020 ushered 
in anew sense of urgency and motivated the 
AMAA staff to mobilize. As one of the larg- 
est Armenian nonprofits, it is our mission to 
reach out to those suffering the most. Many 
of our centers turned into "battle fields" 
(wwpmh nuzmh) — Sisian, Goris, Vartenis, 
Stepanakert, Askeran, Sheen Shoghig Camp 
in Hankavan and Yerevan SWD district. 
Even the AMAA Armenia headquarters in 
Yerevan got into the action collecting food 
and clothing and providing housing for dis- 
placed Artsakh families — women, children 
and the elderly. Our aim was to protect the 
displaced people from hunger, homelessness 
and severe distress. 

Unfortunately, the "border village" 
woes of Armenia have expanded beyond 
the villages of Tavush. Following the 
November 10 ceasefire, Armenia and 
Artsakh lost the security buffer zones 
that had kept Azeri aggression at bay 
from Armenian villages. Literally 
overnight, many Armenian com- 
munities of Artsakh, Syunik and 
Gegharkynik found themselves 
under the ominous eyes of hostile 
Azeri soldiers watching them from 
stone’s throw distances. {See map 
on pages 10-11} 

In December 2020, following 
the ceasefire of November 10, our 
attention shifted to the border villages 
in Armenia and Artsakh. During 2021, 
AMAA teams reached out to more than 
94 such villages with various multi- 
faceted and multipurpose programs. 


Strategy 

The primary strategy of reaching out to 
border villages is to expand the geographi- 
cal area served by our regional offices. This 
expansion enables the children of these com- 
munities to attend AMAA summer camps, 
participate in the Christmas Joy programs, 
receive relief supplies and more. 

We first visit the villages to gather the 
youth to listen and learn. Then we work 
with them to jointly create and implement 
development programs that best suit them. 

AMAA’s three-fold strategy consists of: 
¢ Emergency relief 
¢ Events for the children 
¢ Economic development 


Emergency relief 
Many families face urgent needs due 
to poverty, the war or from unexpected life 


circumstances. We respond with food, cloth- 
ing, infant formula and cash remittances. 
Children are enrolled in the AMAA Child 
Sponsorship Program. 

Housing is a major issue for many 
families displaced from Hadrut and Shushi 
Regions. In partnership with Support our 
Heroes, the AMAA is constructing six 
homes in the Artsakh border village of 
Nakhijevanik. 

Thanks to the generosity of Juliette 
from Blue Iris Florist in Glendale, CA, a 
mother and her two daughters received an 
urgently needed home in Berd. 


Arevik's dream home. 
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Arevik's Dream Comes True 
She and Her Daughters 
Receive a New Home 


Arevik Arakelyan has attended 
the Evangelical Church of Armenia in 
Berd since 2012 and today benefits 
from the AMAA's Soup Kitchen. She 
is a single woman with two adult 
daughters, one of whom is disabled, 
and lives in a rented and dilapidated 
house. She receives no support. 

On July 5, 2021, while in Arme- 
nia, Aram Bashyan from the United 
States visited the Berd Soup Kitchen, 
where he met Arevik. Along with 
one of AMAA's Berd staff members, 


Aram visited Arevik's home and saw 
Arevik’s terrible living conditions. 
Aram was moved by what he saw 
and immediately via his Facebook 
live posting, drew the attention of his 
friends to Arevik's story. He made an 
appeal to help Arevik and her daugh- 
ters. Juliet from Blue Iris Florist in 
Glendale, CA responded to the appeal 
and promised to help Arevik and her 
daughters. Upon this good news, the 
AMAA team in Berd, together with 
Arevik, began a search for a house 
which equaled the amount of money 
donated. The house was purchased on 
September 30, 2021. 

The AMAA wanted to do more for 
Arevik and purchased clothing for 
the family, and furnishings for the 
house which included a refrigerator 
and a television which the family 
desperately needed as wellasa 
phone for the disabled daughter. 
Arevik is happy that her 
pan dream came true. She is grate- 


rah ful to the AMAA, the sponsor, 


and all those who supported 

her and her daughters and 
found a house that they now 
call home. 
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In Vartenis, the AMAA staff visits 
destitute families and lonely elderly to 
encourage, pray, support and provide much- 
needed help, such as to an elderly man who 
desperately needed a wood stove and wood 
to heat his home. 


Delight to the children 

The post-war security situation and the 
enduring poverty have robbed the children 
of border communities of their childhood. 
Many suffer from boredom as there are no 
programs or playgrounds for them. The chil- 
dren of one small village begged the school 
principal to ignore COVID restrictions and 
start classes to keep them busy. 

Indifference is not an option. 

Delighting these beautiful children is 
no different than delighting Jesus. We do our 
utmost to savor their laughter, excitement and 
delight through Christmas Joy programs, gifts 
from the "American Santa" (see story on page 
8), Easter hope, puppet shows, clowns and 
more - all enveloped in a program of games, 
songs, sketches and more. 
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"Hello" and "Thank You" 
from Armenia to America! 


The AMAA places beautiful smiles 
on about 12,000 children's faces every 
year throughout Armenia and Artsakh 
with Christmas gifts, festivities and 
the message of God’s love. 

The Good News of Christmas also 
reached Noravan, Shaghat and many 
other border villages in Armenia in 
2021. 

There are high spirits, music and of 
course, gifts. 

After staging the Christmas story, 
the children scurry around in the 
hallway, waiting their turn to receive 
their presents. 

One of the children, who knows us, 
asks: "Did Santa send these gifts to us 
from America?" 

When he hears the answer, he ea- 
gerly runs back to his friends, scream- 
ing: "Hey, guys, our gifts came from 
America!” But then, as if he forgot 
something, he comes back to us. 

"Oh gosh, | forgot, then, do you 
think you could send America back a 
‘thank you?" and adds "you may as 
well throw ina ‘hello’ from us." 

Many "hellos" and "thank yous" 
from Armenia to America! 
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In addition to toys, many children 
receive Children’s Bibles to educate and 
instruct them. 


6¢ 


Children’s Bibles 
To comfort, instruct and 
guide 


For millennia, the Bible 
has been a powerful source of 
comfort, instruction and guidance. 
Times have changed but the power 
of the Bible has not. 

The AMAA has distributed 1,000 
Children’s Bibles in border villages 
across Armenia and Artsakh. The 
distribution is often done in a gath- 
ering where the Bible is introduced 
and its role and power in their lives 
explained. 

One of these events took place 
on August 4, 2021 when the AMAA 
distributed children’s Bibles in the 
border village of Shake near Sisian. 
Representatives of the Armenian 
Bible Society and the Deutsche Bibel- 
gesellschaft (German Bible Society) 
were present at the event that took 
place at the local school. 
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Development 
The approach offered to each village 


— is tailored to the needs of the given com- 


Christmas gifts to border village children. 
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munity and is formed with active com- 
munity participation. 

We gather the youth and chal- 
lenge them to form a Youth Club 
to mobilize them, brainstorm, 
join forces and devise devel- 

opment programs that include 

capacity building and income 

generation. We encourage 
them to work together and use 
the villages’ resources to im- 
prove their lives. We challenge 
them to be confident and put their 
creativity to work and make things 
happen. The locals are moved into 
action. We act as the catalyst providing 
advice and resources. The plan calls for 
the formation of Youth Clubs in 17 villages 
near Kapan, Vartenis, Sisian, Goris, Noyem- 
berian and Berd. 


Children receive Bibles in border villages. 


A collateral benefit of this program is 
the creation of community spirit bringing 
the youth together. 

In Tretouk near Vartenis we helped form 
a Youth Club that facilitates the acquisition 
of vocational training and the tools neces- 
sary to start small businesses. The women 
of the village proved to be most active and 
industrious. 

In the Sisian village of Njdeh, the 
AMAA helped a woman named Marieta 
learn manicuring, acquire the necessary 
tools and supplies and start her small busi- 
ness. Village weddings are her busiest times. 
She now is earning an income and will soon 
help support the community. 

The most powerful effect of this 3-fold 
approach is the ripple effect that it creates in 
the community. The AMAA acts as a catalyst 
that stirs residents, local governments and 
other entities into action. Our actions act 
like seeds being sown which God grows into 
large plants. Our experience in Choratan and 
more recently in Njdeh attest to this. 
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She Got on Her Feet and Said, 
"Life Must Go on" 


Marieta couldn't stop thinking 
about the time she met with AMAA 
workers, and received an offer to help 
her get trained and start her own busi- 
ness. 


a 


It was like she got on her feet that 
day, saying to herself, "life must go on" 
and headed right to the Sisian AMAA 
office. 

The AMAA gave a hand, touching 
the life of Marieta, a Njideh commu- 
nity resident who had been deprived 
of nearly every opportunity in life. 
With the AMAA's financial help, she 
was trained as a manicurist and used 
her hands to start her own business. 
Marieta says that now, not only can 
she protect her family's well-being, 
she'll be able to help her community in 
the future. 

Now, more than ever, Marieta is 
standing strong on the land of her an- 
cestors, and she's not ready to let go. 
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What Motivates Us 

Working in these remote communities 
is challenging. There are treacherous roads, 
and the poor facilities often lack resources. 

Yet, we are delighted at the unleashed 
creativity, and the ensuing fruit of our labor. 
It’s incredibly refreshing to see dispirited 
youth, newly armed with enthusiasm, learn- 
ing new trades and earning income. 

We smile with a profound sense of 
gratitude at the laughter and joy of children 
surprised by the programs and the gifts. 

We feel that our mission is accom- 
plished as the villagers feel empowered and 
determined to stay put and contribute to the 
development of their communities. 


Marieta Hairabedyan starts her own business with the AMAA's support. 


Most important, we are thankful to God 
when these often-overlooked villagers express 
their profound appreciation for our personal- 
ized attention and care, which they consider 
far more precious than the aid that we bring. 


The Future 

We appreciate that our Homeland starts 
from the border. First and foremost is a na- 
tion’s security, which requires impenetrable 
borders. But borders are only strong, and 
soldiers only stand firm, when at their back 
are developed villages. So, side by side 
and at the back of every village stand those 
of us with the AMAA. We'll spare no effort. 
We'll keep on supporting the villages, no 
matter what. ¢ 


For some folks, what we do is huge. 
For others, it’s very little. But for us, it’s just 
about being there, alongside our people. & 


*Harout Nercessian 
is the AMAA 
Representative in 
Armenia. 


*Lusine Ohanyan is the 
AMAA Armenia External 
Relations Coordinator. 
She coordinates the 
Border Village program 
which is her brainchild. 
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By Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 


The existence of border villages is proof that the enemy exists — they are very close, in some places only a few meters 
away. In reality their presence is not on the border, but on Armenian lands. 

The will of the enemy intends to suppress the Armenian spirit with its presence, forcing Armenians to leave their 
sacred land and their homes. But deep disappointment awaits them. 

Armenians not only continue to live on their land, but also continue to develop and improve their lives. We at the 
AMAA in turn ensure our presence through our programs keeping the Armenian gates stable. 

It is difficult to attribute the inplementation of the border villages programs only to the AMAA. It is more correct to 
say that the blessing belongs to the Armenian Evangelical Community and to the inseparable cooperation between the 
AMAA and the Church. The implementation is also based on the Church Pastor, Christian Education workers, volun- 
teers and devotees. 

Village-to-village visits are not just for material support but are soul-strengthening prayers against the will of the 
enemy that for centuries wants to see Armenia without Armenians. What they don’t realize is that Armenians and Arme- 
nia are inseparable, where land, air and water keep their vitality and purity, with 1,700 years of incessant prayers, where 
bombs fall on the holy ground and do not explode, where the soil is fertile only at the feet of Armenians. 

The AMAA has become a BIG FAMILY together with the border villages, where the Association employees are al- 
ways eagerly awaited and welcomed with great joy. 
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AMAA Center in Sisian 


Due to the unresolved post-war situ- 
ation, on October 16, 2021, two more vil- 
lages of Sisian — Noravan and Ishkhanasar 
— became border villages. There are already 
seven villages bordering Nakhijevan: Aris, 
Tasik, Sarvard, Nzhdeh, Tsghuni, Tanahat, 
Mutsk and Shaghat. All these villages are at 
the AMAA's center of attention. 

The devotees of the Evangelical Church 
of Armenia in Sisian adopted a new prin- 
ciple which is to devote themselves to the 
strengthening, prosperity and implementa- 
tion of programs in the border villages of 
Sisian. 

For example we witnessed the results of 
the 3-day camps for the children during our 
last visit to Tasik village, when little Mane 
was walking down the street and started 
singing the song "I honor your name, King." 
Another result is Shaghat village starting a 
Sunday service for Christian education. 

Pastor Arman Martirosyan and his 
wife Saida's unwavering approach to serve 
God has unconditionally changed the 
mood of border communities near Sisian. 
They personally go from village to village, 
taking with them the love of God and the 
Homeland. They go from village to village 
and house to house, and they are not tired. 
They know everyone, from children to the 
adults. Entering the village one can hear the 
villager’s voices, "Brother Arman, are you 
coming to our house?" The most beautiful 
scene is villagers waiting in their front yards 
full of joy and hope. 


Pastor Arman Martirosyan (front middle) and his wife Saida (back middle) with children from Shaghat village. 


AMAA Center in Goris 


"Are you all ready? Have we forgot- 
ten anything? We are leaving at exactly 9 
o'clock," Rev. Sargis' voice is heard while 
he walks around the office, rearranging 
everything with his eyes. 

Rev. Sargis has personally arranged 
the gifts in advance with his wife Armine, 
paying attention to every detail so that 
everything will be as he likes without any 
deviations. 

It’s 8:45 a.m. Before leaving, Rev. Sargis 
gathers everyone around him, prays and gives 
thanks to God and asks for His blessings. 

We leave for the villages of Tegh, 
Aravus, Kornidzor, Karashen, Khnatsakh, 
Vaghatur and Khoznavar taking the bless- 
ings we received to the Armenian borders 
and knowing for sure that after our visit 
a new reality of miracles will start in the 
village. 


AMAA Center in Vardenis 


Among our devotees are Armen Movses- 
yan and his wife Lyuba, for whom not 
only Vardenis, but also the border villages 
are in their field of service. They live with 
everyone's worries and joy. 

Armen and Lyuba do not forget the 
80th birthday of Norabak's lonely grand- 
mother Sveta or to bring a wood stove 
and wood to Geghamabak's grandfather 
Gennady. His house had burned down, and 
the breath of the approaching winter could 
have been irreversible without that love 
and warmth. 
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Once a month, up to 60 children from 
the border villages of Kutakan, Tretuk 
and Shatvan are brought to the Vardenis 
Center. They are children who are deprived 
of everything; they do nothing but hard 
rural work. There are no libraries, clubs, 
or playgrounds in the villages; there are 
no clubs of any kind. The daily life of the 
children is quite full at the AMAA Center. 
The children spend 4-5 hours at the Center 
filled with entertainment and learning top- 
ics, such as caring, culture, patriotism and 
life skills. They also make crafts and play 
interesting games. Before returning to the 
village, the children start counting the days 
until the next visit. 

One can witness the results of their 
devotion and service when they hear village 
parents talking about their families praying 
with their children and reading the Bible 
together at home in the evenings. 

Armen and Lyuba are in this mission 
with their three children, who provide active 
communication during their visits with 
village children. 
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AMAA Representative in Artsakh Viktor Karapetyan (second from left) and Pastor Khachatur Khachatryan (back row middle) of 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Stepanakert with children of Nor Ghznchi, a border village in Artsakh. 


Tireless Mission 
Uuhnqunid Unwptiniehilu 


By Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 


rtsakh is part of every Armenian & heart, the cradle of an Armenian. Wherever you are in Artsakh, 
in Armenia or in other parts of the world, every Armenian taken captive to Ararat, a nation that 
has migrated around the world, is soothed by the liberated Artsakh, our mountainous Homeland. 
The enemy 5 goal in the 2020 war was to evict Armenians from the Artsakh world. But Gods will 
was different for the Armenian and the Armenian house. Artsakh was wounded but stood firm. 

Even during the 2020 war, the AMAA did not cease its services in Artsakh. And, after the war, it increased its 
programs, reaffirming its unconditional devotion to the Homeland, taking on its shoulders the pain of the Homeland 
and the Armenians and the unchanging, tireless mission to get them back on their feet. 

The AMAA is strong with the people who carry out its mission. They are the ones who carry within them the 
impeccable spirit, the light through which you recognize the Association. 
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One of those dedicated people is Viktor Karapetvan, AMAA Representative in Artsakh, who during the 44-day 
war went from shelter to shelter, from house to house, from border to border, bringing with him everything the people 
and the military needed: food, household items, faith and hope for the future. How much courage and strength of 
spirit must a person like Viktor have to run to the hospital part of the day, then go to bid the last farewell to a de- 
parted compatriot, and then as if nothing had happened, continue his mission, fighting face to face for tomorrow? 

And tomorrow will definitely come, as long as there are mission minded people and organizations such as the 
AMAA that operate today for the sake of tomorrow. 

Below and on the following pages, we present a few short stories (in English and Armenian) from the border 
villages which have been a source of inspiration for the AMAA. 


We Want Peace, 
Nothing Else 


The day begins earlier than any 
other day. We have a long journey 
to the border. 

There was a time when this 
same journey seemed almost un- 
ending and exhausting, but now the 
distances are no longer so far. 

We reach a village. Not even a 
few minutes have slipped by, when, 
already, all the residents, from the 
oldest senior to the smallest child, 
have crowded around us. The noise 
from our car has created an uproar, 
sounding the alarm that there’s a 
guest in Njdeh village. 

We start with the most impor- 
tant things, greeting one another, as 
we begin talking about life events. 
There’s laughter, joking, but then, 
suddenly, a nagging question starts 
to ring in everyone’s head. 

What is one thing you want to 
have the most? We want peace, 
nothing else! 

The sounds of laughter cease, 
the smiles freeze on every face, and, 
in the eerie silence, you start pray- 
ing, voicelessly, in your head, asking 
yourself, "Why couldn’t we under- 
stand the price of peace?" All the 
while, you can’t stop thinking, "Are 
our prayers too late?" 

But no, prayers are never too 
late. 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia 
External Relations Coordinator 


Lusine Ohanyan with children from Njdeh 
Village. 


Many times, in the context of our village visits, the AMAA office in 
Artsakh has reflected on the agony our people suffer while living in the = 
border regions. We hear about and see firsthand their day-to-day routines 
and worries, as well as the tasks they’ve completed. During these visits, 
we’ve been witness to such heroic deeds, to such examples of courage 
and perseverance, that we’re ready to do anything just to give even a little , 
joy, some hope or a smile, to those living there, old and young. 4 

One radiant example would be Armine Vanyan, a resident of . 
Shahmasur Village, in Artsakh’s Martakert region. We first met her as part 
of our village visit program in July 2021. The village had been repopulated 
after Artsakh’s 44-Day War, with visits and social aid being of utmost 
importance. 

We were impressed by our meeting with 13-year-old Armine, who stands out with her sense of purpose, 
strong-featured like most Armenian girls. She heads to school with a sure stride, where she sees her destiny as a 
teacher. It has been an honor to meet an Armenian young lady of this caliber, who has already made up her mind 
to open her own school someday. She’s already teaching her first students at home — her two sisters! 

Two days after recording her wish, with support from AMAA benefactor Bryan Bedrosian, Armine’s dream 
school opened, loaded with whiteboards, along with much-needed educational supplies, and, most important of 
all, textbooks. True to her word, she started energetically instructing her sisters that very day, promising she’d 
expand in the future and teach kids from other villages, too. 

Armine’s happiness and first great milestone on her road to teaching caused her indescribable joy and delight, 
which she shared many times on the phone and in messages. That’s how much she kept trying to express her 
gratitude to our team and to Mr. Bedrosian. She says that she’s perused the books she got and is continuing her 
mission with strong devotion. 

Armine and many kids like her, who live, dream, and keep Artsakh’s border safe, are the source of our hope 
and assurance of our faith in every coming day. 

There’s no way to describe the vast array and geographic coverage of AMAA’s work; where there is room for 
thousands of little children, including Artsakh’s little teacher Armine. 
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Elina Gasparyan, AMAA Artsakh Administrative Assistant 


Ont uyuudnc E wu Gif dun, pw Ujntu ontpp: Gaywn 6wuweuywnh nwuGue n&wh uwhudwu: 
duUwuuwY Ywn, np wyn unyu 6Wuwuywnhnp pun En wudtpgwuwjh nt hnqu&gunn, huy hhuw hennutpu 
wy|GLU Wyle E; hGnn sGu: 

3wuuntw Gue Uhujwuh vow Udnth ajntn, swugwo Uh pwuh pniwG wnnGu qjninh puwsnerejwu Utd Uwun 
UtGohg uinen hw weudwo Gu anipon: UGeGuUWyh GwyUu E pune] eninnhu Wanw husGgu&ind, np ayneqneu hynen 
nLuGu: 

Uyuntl Gup wuGuUWyWwnteanhg — nqngwantnuni Gue GL ubuntu funub&, Wywueh wugnenwndhg: 

Ohownn_u Gue, Ywuwyutp wun, GL hwuywnd husn_u E Up hwng. 

- hus unigthe neubuwy| qyntqncu, nn sncute: 

- Fuwnuunnteyntu Gue niqn_u, nenh2 nshus: 

Lnniu GU ShownNh dwyuEnp, dupunuEpp uwnsn_u GU eninnh 
Pntnretnpu, GL jAnvreywu UG Uunnuh wuauyl wnynrepnciu Gu ne Unnwontw 
husne sEpup hwuywunLU Fuwnwnjntejwu ahup GL wanjne nizwgwo stu 
wuunnreputnu: 
QF, wnnreeutnnp Gparte nigwgwo $Gu |hunLu: 
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When the 44-Day War ended, the village of Khenazakh was 
the first to face serious challenges. Khenazakh was first to resist 
the enemy when they tried to enter village limits. Everybody was 
talking about how the villagers negotiated with the Azeri General 
approaching their homes. 

The daily news of turmoil propelled the AMAA to reach out to the 
people of Khenazakh. 

AMAA’s Goris team prepared a beautiful Christmas event, 
wrapped presents, and went down to the village. All-in-all, it was just 
a few hours, and war-hardened hearts started warming up, as if they 
were under the winter sun. The periodic visits coincided with the 
soccer games of the local children’s soccer team. 

Later, at the AMAA’s request, missionary soccer coach Ruben 
Zarosyan came to the village for two days and coached the team, 
along with all the other village children who had gathered to be part 
of this unprecedented soccer mania. After every game, we read 
passages from the children’s Bible, and prayed for the peace of the 
country and the children’s spirits were lifted. 

For a long time, we looked at these children, who, involved in their game, were fearlessly oblivious to the Azeri 
soldiers under whose direct gaze they were playing. These children are testament to the type of Armenian who 
will never be brought to their knees. 

After the soccer match, looking to rally them up, we asked the children a traditional question concerning their 
wishes. 

Our future soldiers answered, resounding stronger than anybody could have expected: "Bring us soccer 
uniforms, so the enemy can see we’re dressed well, so the enemy can see we’re not afraid." 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 


The Village of Shosh is located near the Shushi rock, where lies the town of Shushi. The "rock" is prominent in 
Armenian history as it was from there that Armenian fighters ambushed the Azeri military who were held in Shushi 
during the first Nagorno-Karabakh War. Today, the Azeri military, their flag and the historic Ghazanchetsots Cathedral 
are all clearly visible from Shosh Village. The historic Cathedral has been closed for decades. 

In response to the Muslim call of prayer that is regularly and loudly heard in the Village, the AMAA installed 
a sound system in the Cathedral. Two powerful speakers, placed outside and facing Shushi, now blast the Sunday 
worship service throughout the village and in the 
direction of Azeri soldiers. 

This initiative has triggered the villagers’ interest 
in the Cathedral where regular Sunday Mass recently 
began to be offered following an initial cleanup and 
full renovation sponsored by benefactors. 

Acting as a catalyst to unleash untapped 
potential is the most effective way of bringing about 
change. 


Elina Gasparyan, 
AMAA Artsakh Administrative Assistant 


Uyuuntn uwhvwuhu Wywuel wy anyUGp nvup... nuepwfunteyntup 
GnowuUntyeyntun wy, GnwuquEn... 

PGndnn | Unqudun hwuwyueuGnpn_l wwuntnpwquhg hGunn Uwnnhy 
Unnndnil GU nuneh Ywuqub, WL wwyewnb, pApGug hnnntl wuyntine 
hnwuncueh hwuuun... GW nduwn, puyg hnyup Ww hwuwinn unuitnn 
ujwhbnd, unndanw GU hntug GEnGfuwutppu Gngwuywglb): Uvtu onl 
wuypntu GU Ujntu ondw hwunty hnyu nwobinu: GapGuUu Uwhubunid 
Gu, huy GnpGuUu hwuwndwy GU wyueW, nn UnyuhUl pe2zuwunL Wuglnn, 
Junwuyntup , nn sahunGu peG pus Ywnnn E wu, Unwug sh UwfuGgun_u: 
Lnwue wyuunGn GU fnGug uwunp, hnGug hnnnwu... 

Uugwo wwnph wwutpwaquhg htunn, tap Cbnpdann hwuwyuen 
nundawy Uhguuge pezuwUunL huuvwn, URUC-U auWUytg Uhgngutn 
aGnuwnyb,, nnubugh Uwnnhy Uenwnwnuwu fntbug wutnn: 57 
nuuuuhe wydu puUuUnLU GU PwnwenLU Wwunpngnteywu ne Uunwuagh 
Uto, pwyg ahunwugbinU> wy hwynbuhe suw ... Lawue ahunwgntu Gu 
Uhwyu UEnwnwnuwip pudwnwn se, wGune E unndakl Unphg untnoty, Unphg wuGnuwo eGndnnp 2zGUWglE\... 
EGndnnhGnGuwutnphweéwfunwbuUnwuunjpnunng...UGohguinenwunnGughuwugbnu, hwy wuywhwwuntlpuyudnd 
E hudwuhg, Gu hu hnnh wntnu Gu... Gap fununtl Gue CGnannh Uwuhu, nddwnp Eshh2b) unenhy UnduGuhu® puwnunywz2, Yuuws 
nLewfuonuinwspGnny, pwygUplWunyudwuwuwyfunpplWwhwunu:2$wfunuUnuubupupwuawupghnhwubuunnteywuphwywnuultg 
eninnhu nizwnpnteywu YGuupnunwu: Law hwuwp e&Gndnnhg jw wth sw, hnbu hwuqhuw ne Gnguuhy E qanu, sUwyws $h 
Quwnnnuwunw wnwodw wybupwnqwendUuGy Uwquaqby, Puunu|: CUuUEbnUEpzwunehs nuh, nnw hwuwp nwpwoehg hwuwebyEAus 
Yuwpnnuge|EWhphwuwpfuwnwiheuGnwwinnwuunty:ewquwquuwypuunwuhep,nnustnGhuwn up, yGuuwywuuwneGnywnheutn 
E_nvup: URUC-U Unnnadnt E Unwug W UdWU pwquwehu puunwuheuEnh Wowlgty wygGyGynud, oqubynu, pet’ Uyntrewuytu, pet’ 
PuunnywiyGu: YuinGquwlenidyGuiuGpwpwgdtglWuuhnwdtaunnnGnnnw)euGn, puuudeh yWwnwdqwuGtp uupuwyGnbu,uunLun, 
huantuunninnwuwnnuGg: GuquwytEnuynteynLunodwunwuyGguuul,nnwGuqhewnwencunnnzpuunwupeuGEnywnnnquuuuhnquihntug 
Ywnheutpn hnwhywuwglbind pefudwopwphreutph W wy, PuUUNpAGAGUUGAh WWiupwutnniu WL Uwéwnp: 

URUC-U [nyu E uWUnLU WL Anyu UmNWwUn_LU, Ufuhpewpwue uwuntl WL funutnntu umnwun_Lu, nn Ungwfup Gw, puuh wu 
UnuduGuu ne Unw UdWwu uWwhUWwuWuyWwhuGnp: UnduGuhu Wupw GapwynuGphl UwyG~nd Whwuwyhg hhancu GU Unureth 
funuptnop 

<< UnneGowuh Yunwuwnnteyntup hwumuww nnn E hwyGahu Yinwpty hGultwewn nhuwnntinig pwgh 
Wjiguinnwue syu: UGUe fpwuncup snluGue Wwyu WwuquU EF, wywnundbynt: UGue wine E huinyetle>>.. 

Lawue wyuuntn Gu Unguwfun.u, pptug uwup ... GU Uawuhl’ waqnuh UGue sGue WWwnpuUn_.u, sGue hwuauUn1.u, sGue 
uywunpwunnLu hua by, WL reny, uw, np UGq Uinwntu... Joue Ywnnigniw Gue utp Gnwquueutnh Ungufup URUCL-h 
h&un... 


Eyhpuw Gwuuwpjwu, URUC Ungwfuh Uwulwéjninh anpowuuwn 


Berdzor, a border village in Artsakh. 


Yunntgbint Gue UGn GnwquueuGnph hwyntuhen, Ywnnigkint Gue 
wubGU on, WUGU Uwynlywl, Ywnnegbint Gue wnnwn dGnetnnu nt qnnwg 
! puintnnu, Wwnncgkint Gue puna Puunhu nubinu: 
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Udnth qjntnh fFuwnwhpwwwnpwyp wuuyntuwewnptnhg Ubu E, nn 
nnutg UWtphyuyh Aw) UGuiwpwlsw wu auyGnwygntyeywu gwuetnnu: 

PuglUwunp UGnyw EAu Udnth W Snntuh hwuwyueuEph puUuhAsuGnp WL 
huswGu pnGue Ehu wunntu, Puunuhpwuywpwyp Ywnntguyb, E 2 qjntntnh 
Unpowuujwy, anurnLld Ww wy hWwUWwuWpwuyGu OwnuybinAL E Gane qynentnp 
GnGhuwutnpu: 

Onn hhawpdwu nuwpdntg Gatruwutphg UGuh funugtnp, nu Uutnwo En 
énéwuwYyhl’ atntghy uwhurwy unuwuwu qgbuunnd, Ww ansncu En. 

- 3wulwguw’, w2tuwnhn 6néwuuwuhg wubyh jw pwu sy: 

UUYENS wyu fFunugtnp Uhwyu peGplwu wadthu wyl eninn gwuetnnp, nono 
nndGghu puGnwugntejwu Ynnuhg® haw ywuntyeynLu nupaubyne Uwuunteywu Up Gawaquup: 


Lntupué Ohwlywl, URUC AwywunNwWuh Uwulwdsneqnh Unuwehu Guth Qwunwufuwuuwuine 


Nowadays, having a job is all you need to make a living, except on the border. On 
the border, you can go ahead and work your fingers to the bone, and it will not make a 
difference whether you live to see another day. 

Everyone living at the border are mature people, even the children. 

Why do our children have to run for shelter, instead of running around in the 
backyard, like normal children, without a care in the world? 

Life on the border is lived with great difficulty, but people keep living. They are not 
complaining about their tough lives; instead, they just keep being brave and ready to 
support others. 

No one living at the border dreams about money, getting a high-paying job, a fancy 
car, or living in a mansion. Each person living at the border just dreams about peace. 


Ujuon GreG w2fuwiunuwue neuGu, wuyw Ywnnn Gu wun, pwyg ny uwhUwuhu,,,,,, 
uwhuwuhu Ej “wpann Gu enautuwewl w2fuwutu, uwhwyl mwnpptnntyeyncuu wy E, nn 
sahinGu Ywuyntu, r&b Yqnhub&u.... 
UwhlUwuhu wwpnnutnn eninnp hwuncu uto Uwpnhy Gu, unyupuy GpGfuwutnp : 

busne UGp GaGhuwltpp pwn uwquqb&ine LW wuhndg 
UwuUYntyeywu unnfuwnbu, wGure E dwqbl n&wh peweumngl&nn... 

Gu nduwyn E npdncu Wywuep uwhlvwuhu, puyg Uwnanhy 
J2uipnntuwYynu GU wuynky Ww sGu EL ndanhn_u fpblg ndluwn 
Ujwuehg, hu ywnwyp puhqufu GU ne wwinnwumuU wu 
UjntuuGnhu wew gin: 

UwhlUwuhu puwyudnn, jntnpwipulyyntp Uwpanne Gawqwuen 
ns unnu E, ns wyw2iunnunp, ns wuinnldGeGuuul ne ns EL nnjwl 
nuuGuwyip. uwhldwuhu nipwewusyntp Uwnn Gnwanctu E fuwnunnteywu Uwupu: 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 
Lntufué Ohwlywh, URUC RujywuMwuh Uwuuwdéyninh 
Ununwehl GuuyGah Muuwufuwuwuine 
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We’ll build the Homeland of our dreams. Yes, we’ll build it — every day, every second, 
we'll work to build it up, building with righteous hands and hard stones. Indeed, build we will 
— brick by brick. 

The playground in Njdeh village is but one of many cornerstones put in place by the 
efforts of the AMAA. 

Residents from the communities of Njdeh and Tsghuni were present at the opening 
ceremony for the playground. As they had insisted, the playground is now located in an 
@ intermediary zone, which will equally serve children from both villages. 
; — Cries of joy from one small child, clad in a beautiful, white Christmas dress, enjoying the 
ss swing set, made this day unforgettable. 


ee 


Frankly, just hearing these cries of joy alone would make all the AMAA’s challenging work of fulfilling children’s 
dreams worth it. 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 


We are the AMAA — rich with 103 years of experience and steadfast in our 
values. 

There’s no job too big or too small for us. We simply have our mission: being 
at the side of all Armenians, while picking them up and setting them on their feet 
through hope, love and faith. 

Here at the AMAA, our work is not just a job. It’s our faithful service to the 
Homeland. 

Among our devoted staff are Armen and Lyuba, whose presence in Vardenis 
inspires a feeling of safety, even though there are still many things left to do. 

Armen and Lyuba will never forget Grandma Sveta of Norabik village, and this lonely, elderly lady’s 80-year 
birthday. 

But from now on, Grandma Sveta will never be alone again....because we, the AMAA, are at her side. 


Utue UdGunwpwuswywu puuGpwygneeyntuu Gue* 103 UWpdw hwnntuun unnndany W Uuwyntu wndteuGnnu: 
Utgq hwuUwn sywu UG6 nt unnen qnnotn, U&q huwUwp Yw wnwebnteynlu |pUGNL hwy Uwpnnt Ynnehu, nuneh 
YuwuquGgubint huyhu® hnyund,uppnd WL hwuywuend: 

CuuGnwugntyeywu UGS Ww2fuWUuntin petplLu ns wyupwu W2fuwinuwue E, nnewu Udfpywy SwnuwynLaynLu 
huynGuhenu: 

Ujyn. UUfpywuGphg Gu UnuGup & Lyntpwu, nev UGpywyntreyntup #4wpnGuhuncl wuywhnun_yeywu 
qaugnnntyeyntu EUGn2usn_u, nn nGn 2gwun wub|heutn Ywu: 
UnudtGuu ne Yyntpwu , nuetn sGu Unnwun_l Unyupuy #LUnpwewyh UAwyuwy UfGurw uwiunhyh 80 wujwp: 

UdGunw wnwinhyp wyunthtur Upwyuw sh .....unw Ynnehu utue Gue* 
UdGunrwnwuswywu puyGnwygntyeyncun: 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 
LotufulG Ohwlywt, URUC AuWjwuMNWuh Uwulwéyninh Unuwehu 
QuwyGnh Tuwuwufuwuuinne 
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AMAA's Viktor Karapetyan and Harout Nercessian deliver relief 


to needy families in Dahrav, a border village in Artsakh. 
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Each village in Artsakh is unique. Every village has its own, distinct code 
of conduct, body language and traditions. Yet distinguishing traits found in 
every Armenian still come through in each person: industrious, deep roots in 
the land, willing to live alongside every kind of disaster, grateful to the core. 
Here, everybody wears their worth, and wears it undauntedly, even through 
life's cruel and most somber days. 

The AMAA is implementing a lot of social and humanitarian programs in 
Dahrav Village, ranging from supplying clothing and food to fulfilling spiritual 
needs, along with holding Christmas celebrations and visiting homes. Every 
visit reflects empathy, taking a share in the grief and hardship, while doubling 
the joy. More effective than any material aid is the word of consolation, when 
said in the right place at the right time, being attentive and compassionate 
for people's plight. Harout Nercessian and Lusine Ohanyan accompanied the 
Artsakh team on one of their routine visits, when the village leader said, 


Can a heart ever possess more gratitude than these words express? No, there are no greater words of 
thanks. 

The AMAA continues its humanitarian programs in Dahrav and other villages. 

We'll lift our Homeland onto its feet, with faith and acts of faith, helping one another, empathizing for one 
another- we've united and raised our fists in solidarity. Again and again, we keep on giving open-handedly and 
helping, empathizing with an open heart. Let's construct and create the community and Homeland of our dreams. 


Ungwiuh wut uh qyntn yntpwhwunncy E pn pwpetnny, Unum ne Ywgnu, wywunnyreubnnu, pwyg 
huyhu punnn2 wnwudluuhwuMynteyntuutnp GnplWeyp GU yntnweWwusyntph UGE w2fuUmMuUUhnn_LeynLup, 
Untn LW hAnnhlu wnldwinwgwo |pAubip, hwUwnntejnLup, pninn WnhwufneuGEnhl qniquwhtn wruyptinr 
gwuYnteynLun, 2uUnphwuw, uppinp: Lunn jntpwewlyyntpp wndte Yann E, wuuwuuwl Ypann’ suujwo Yywueh 
nudwUnteynLuuGphu ne Swup ontppu: 

whnuwy, qyarnntd URUC ppwhywuwgun. E pwquwrehy unghwyw wu WL UWwpnwuhpwhwu opwantn 
uyuwo huqntuunh Ww uuunh wpwuwnnnwuhg Uhusl hnUuwuwunnnteyn_u, Untpp OUUNjwu Uhgngwnnuutn 
lL nuwygtn: SnLpwewuyyntp Wyg WuynnLUWwgn_u E, Uzinh nt ndUwpn yw Yhunwu, neunwhuntyeywu 
Unyluuuwinyncu: Lyntewywuhg wnwuYb) E GppGuu WGnhu wudwo Ufuhrewnpwwu funuep, niawnhn jubjp, 
YwntGygbin Up6wyhu: 26prew yw uh wygh dwluwuwy, napu UGnyw Enu Uw 2wnnte LUGpuGuujwup WL 
Lntuhu& Ohwujwup, qynLnuuGunp hGunuywju wuug. 


UhretG upnuinp Ywnnn E wubih 2unnhw wy jpub, Pw Wyuhuh npUulLNpnLUp: 1’, Wadinndwu wuUbih Ubo 
funuptn sywu... 
URUC-U 2zwpnLuWwYnLU E Uwpnwuhpwywu Ap opawantnp twhnpwunu Ww wy, qyaLnGpnwu: 
Utue hwuwinend ne hudwiuneh qnndotpny ninph 

YywuqueguGue Utn hwynGuhen® pnwn oqub\nu, 
wuiuypntUWwug&nu, pnwnp hGu® Upwulw wu ne 
enntugeuwo... 2wWu WwuquwU plug dGneny’ unwind, 
wouwlgbnu, pug unin? WunnLUWwygbinu... z4uWgubue 
nL umnGnotue Utn Gnawquueutph hwuwyueu ne 
huynGuhen: 


Elina Gasparyan, AMAA Artsakh Administrative Assistant 
Ejhluw Quuujwpjywl, URUC Ungwufuh Uwulwdyninh Gnnowuwn 
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AMAA's Viktor Karapetyan and Harout Nercessian in Dahrav, a border village in Artsakh. 
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"You will come again, won't you?" 


The AMAA's Border Village Program began eight years ago when the enemy's fire moved from the border to 
the village. 

Shots were heard not only in the village, but also in our hearts. And thus, the AMAA team moved its efforts to 
the border villages. 

It is difficult to set boundaries for AMAA's missionary activities. The AMAA is everywhere, even in places 
where it has no centers or major programs. We are there, where our presence is most needed. The Homeland 
invites us to remote villages where people live in extremely difficult conditions, but with the typical Armenian 
determination and faith in the future. 

We take interesting and fun games, educational performances, colorful toys and clothes to the villages, but 
most of all, we take love and warmth with us. 

For a moment, you notice the children hug the gift toys so tightly that you inadvertently see it is not just a 
toy, but the happy, unlived childhood that looks at you with its narrow eyes and thanks you for coming again. 

No matter how far we must travel to a remote village in Armenia, no matter how hard life is, there is a 
beautiful feeling that we are home. 

Our visits to the villages are endless, and each visit turns into a promise that we will definitely come back. 


«E_h Uquuip, QE» 


UdtphYywyh 2wy UdGuwrwlsw wu puybnwugntejwu (AMAA) uwhlUwuwubéne qjn-tntph spwahnu 
uyudtg 8 mwnh wnuwg, Gne pe2uwUnL Yawyngn uwhlUWwuwanunntg uWGquunfudtg qjntn: 

UnuwYng hustg ns Uhuwyu qynenntu, wyjlL UGp unwitnni, W Cuybnwygntyeywu rehup 2wnddtg nbwh 
qynintn: 

UdGurwpwuswywuh anpdoncuGneeywu hudwn nduwn FE uwhuwuutn nnn2z&j: AMAA-U wutun_p E, 
Unyuhuy wy Uwyptpncu, nauién sncuh qnwubGuyw lbp | hhduwywu spwantn: UGup wyuintn Guep, nip utp 
UGpYWynLpeynLUU Win, wuhpwdt2u E: 2wynGuhep Ywusncu E UGq nGuyh hGnwunn qyntntn, nnwtn dwnanhy 
wuynnul GU OWypwhtn own wwyUWwuuEnnLU, pUyg Wuypntl GU hwyhu punpn2 hWUNWiInWyWwunLeyjwup WL 
hudwuiny, wiuywawyh Uywuudwup: 

Utq hGw qjntntn Gue unwunwW hGuwenehn quwiné6wih fuwntn, nwunhwnwyswywu UGpywywgn_uutn, 
antuwatn fuunuyjheutn, hwantumutn, puyg wUbuWywnrlnnp U&g h&u uwunw Gue uGn nt gGpUn_LyeynLu: 
Uh wwh Uywunn_ Gu, nn GaGhuwutpp wyupwu wuntp GU an 4G) UdGp-fpuwnwyheutnnp, nn whwuuyhg 
unGuunu Gu, np nw WwwpquwiuytGu pulinuyhe se, wy) nw wy Gnagwuhl, puyg swiuypwo Uwuyntyeynvuu E, nn fn 

Yohun wseGnnuy Uwyniu E ptq ne fn 2unphwywyjnteyntup hwyuunLU’ UGpwnwnuuwyne hwWUwn: 

Rwywutnwuh nn hGnwunn gjntnu E, quwup, nnewu E, nddwpnteynctuutn |puGu, nnewu E, yjwuep owun 
Inuh, Yuu Uh q&ntghy qawgnnntyeyn_u, nn UGup UGp wu Eup: 

UudGne GU Utp WwygtinLeynluutnp qyntntn, pwuh nn wut wuquwu nnwue U&nwodn_ GU funumMUWH, nn 
UGue wuuywyUwu YuGnpwunwnuwue: 


Lusine Ohanyan, AMAA Armenia External Relations Coordinator 
Latupué Ohwlywl, URUC 2wyWwuuNWuUh UWwuuwdéyninh Unurweplu Guuytpah Nwuwufuwuwunne 


AMAA Constructs New Youth and 
Senior Center in Berd, Armenia 


By Aren Deyirmenjian* 


n July 2020, just prior to the Artsakh 

war, a short-lived battle took place in 

the northern Tavush region between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan. A few ki- 

lometers south of the conflict zone 
is a town called Berd, which was recently 
named the central hub for the surrounding 
17 villages. The area was and continues to 
be significant for the AMAA, thanks to the 
efforts of German missionary Sister Hanna 
Christen, who lived in and served Berd 
for seven years and received an Honorary 
Service Medal from the Government before 
retiring. 

When the war ended, new instructions 
were added to construction licenses, signal- 
ing the mandatory requirement for under- 
ground shelters under buildings. Meanwhile, 
the AMAA was busy preparing architectural 
plans for the new Educational Day Center to 
be built in the town center which then had to 
be updated to fit the new regulations. 

There was reason for panic and worry 
that what had happened was the first change 
in a long time but possibly wasn’t going to 
be the last. Nevertheless, the AMAA kept 
going forward on the project with more 
resolve and determination than before. The 
idea was the same as in any other conflict 
zone: We will stand by the people and ensure 


that these lands remain 
populated. If programs, 
education, food, aid and 
church services help con- 
vince people to stay, then 
we will make sure to do it 
— and we will do it better 
than before. 

The new building — 
now under construction 
— will have a footprint of 
200sqm and consist of 
two floors in addition to 
the basement. A state-of- 
the-art, modern architec- 
tural look will ensure the 
building is attractive and 
will remain an icon for the town for decades 
to come. The outdoor area will have terraced 
seating for events, as well as a sports field for 
recreational purposes. The first floor is provi- 
sioned to function as a Soup Kitchen for the 
elderly. The second floor, in cooperation with 
our long-term partner Mission Possible, will 
have three classrooms and a teacher’s room, 
and will serve as an educational after-school 
day center. 

The building will be used to boost the 
AMAA’s activity in the area by becoming a 
hub for the youth and a space for the needy to 


Sister Hanna Christen serves at the Berd Soup Kitchen in the early 2000s. 


feel welcomed. Consequently, the spirit will 
come from the people of Berd, who will fill 
the walls with warmth, joy and excitement, 
ensuring that this area grows from strength 
to strength. 


*Aren Deyirmenjian 
is AMAA Deputy 
Representative in 
Armenia. 
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Inspirational Corner 


Let us then approach God's throne 8 With confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace ‘0 help us intéur time of need. 
Hebrews 4:16 


By Rev. Sargis Ochinyan* 


en | am asked "What has changed in you since the second Artsakh war?" my answer is "many things," but first and 
oremost has been my portrayal of the Lord's mercy and grace. For 28 years my life had been a life of repentance and 
accepting Jesus Christ as my savior, of which 4 years were for theological education and 15 years of pastoral service. The 
Lord's mercy and grace gained new meaning for me during the 44-day Artsakh war, and especially at the end of the war. 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 started as an unusual day for me. Early in the morning, various friends and relatives called and asked if 
| was aware that a war had broken out. And they asked if my son Allen had called me. | later found out that they were all more informed 
and knew that the first blow of the war by the enemy was toward Shushi, where Allen was serving. And they knew that the wounded 
had already been brought to Goris, a border city in Armenia about 60 miles from Stepanakert, Artsakh, where | lived and served at the 
Evangelical Church of Armenia. 

The Sunday Worship Service was also unusual. Our prayers and thoughts were about the war, and especially about our children who 
were serving. At first it seemed to me that this was another sabotage ("diversion") operation by the enemy, and that after a few hours 
everything would calm down. In the afternoon, when we saw how our anti-aircraft missiles in Goris rose to the sky with a rumble and 
read the news that the enemy had bombed the Artsakh capital Stepanakert and the city of Shushi, where my son was serving, everything 
changed. My wife and | returned to the Church, knelt down and could only pray one thing — "Lord, have mercy on your creatures and 
on me, a sinner. Have mercy on our soldiers and on Allen." 

Then began the endless stream of refugees, who had to be taken care of, fed, and sheltered. The terrifying stories about the 
escalating war and our victims forced us to do just one thing —to pray. The news was getting worse day by day due to the advancement 
of the enemy. My son called once a day and spoke very briefly, trying to calm us down. We lived in the true sense of the word. After 
each call, | was praising God, and the next moment | was praying again. 

It was October 8 or 9, when a friend from Gyumri asked me to visit the Goris morgue and, if possible, identify the body of his son, 
who had died during the first days of the war. What | witnessed there is impossible to express in words. Before that, | participated in 
the funerals of many soldiers, both relatives and children of my friends. | realized only one thing from all that, that no matter where 
you are in Artsakh, survival should have been equivalent to a miracle. 

On October 19, the President of Artsakh made a speech on TV and announced that the enemy was a few kilometers away from 
Shushi. That news upset our already wounded and broken souls. During another short conversation with Allen, | heard an explosion 
over the phone, after which my son turned off the phone before the conversation was over. | thought | might never see my son again. 
But there was one thing | must cling to, and that was my only hope —the mercy and grace of the Lord. | had no right in asking the Lord 
to save the lives of Allen and the rest of our soldiers, but | could count on His mercy only by the grace of the Lord. Receiving a call again 
the next day and hearing my son say that everything was fine with him was a testimony to the mercy and grace of the Lord for me. 

On October 22, my wife and | tested positive for COVID and were quarantined in our house for 14 days. Our life cut off from the 
world was summed up in 3 things — waiting for a call from our son, news, and unceasing prayer, night and day. "Lord, have mercy on 
our soldiers and on Allen." Until November 5, Allen stayed in Shushi with his platoon. On November 6, they were forced to leave their 
positions in order not to fall into the blockade. We learned about this many days after the end of the war. | also learned, of course, not 
from Allen but from his friends, how God had miraculously saved them and Allen from death many times, which seemed to be inevitable. 

On December 16, | left for Stepanakert for a pastoral visit. | visited one of our friends who had called Allen to their house a week 
earlier so Allen could take a bath and wash his clothes. As | was about to leave, the wife approached me crying and handed me a bullet 
from a shotgun. In response to my surprised look, she said that during the washing, the bullet fell from the pocket of Allen's military 
jacket, where it was placed separately, it is clear for what purpose. She said she could not put the bullet in its place and now she was 
passing it on to me. 

Now I carry that bullet in the pocket of my pastoral shirt so that | can always remember the mercy and grace of the Lord for us, 
so that | too can show grace and mercy to those who need it and so that | can always 
remember that my wife and | were no more than the thousand parents whose sons were 
killed during the war. "May the memory of the just be a blessing" (8h2wuw Yu wanwnng 
onhuntyeGwup Gnhgh), and | bow to the parents of all the martyrs. 

Why did the Lord save the life of our son and his friends, when death was all around? 
| do not have an answer. But | can only say that it is the mercy and grace of the Lord, for 
which | cannot stop thanking and praising Him. 


* Rev. Sargis Ochinyan 
is the Pastor of the 
Evangelical Church of 
Armenia in Goris. 


(Translated from Eastern Armenian by Louisa Janbazian) 


AMAA News - JAN » FEB + MARCH 2022 [ey 


The Source of Our Personal Value 


suffer deep inside from chronic low self- 
esteem and a strong sense of worthless- 
ness. The driving force behind most of our 
words, actions and emotions is our attempt 
to feel important, worthy and significant. 
We spare no effort to fulfill our need for 
self-worth through personal achievements 
and in positively influencing others’ opin- 
ions of us. These tactics are beneficial to 
some degree, but they do not provide last- 
ing fulfillment. 

On May 1, 2015, the New York Times 
published an article entitled "The Enduring 
Hunt for Personal Value." The author, Tony 
Schwartz, asserts, "We each want desper- 
ately to matter, to feel a sense of worthiness." 

Schwartz reminds us of an athlete will- 
ingly enduring "brutal training regimens" 
in order to win medals, a businessperson 
relentlessly working to stack up more 
millions over their insane wealth, and 
politicians putting in 18-hour workdays in 
pursuit of high office they have no chance 
of winning. 

Many adults like to brandish their 
designer clothes, watches, fancy cars and 
other status symbols, and social media 
provides a platform for them to do so. On 
Instagram, attractive people like to show 
off their looks, while others exaggerat- 
ingly brag about their accomplishments. 
Mark Zuckerberg laughs all the way to 
the bank by capitalizing on our need to be 
noticed. Facebook has created a platform 
where anyone can voice their opinion. It 
has produced countless "models," "political 
analysts," "medical experts," "psycholo- 
gists" and "preachers." Social media thrives 
on our misguided aspirations to become 
online stars. 

How about Christians? 

We expect Christians to act differently. 
Yet, experience suggests otherwise. We have 
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all met preachers, church elders, Sunday 
school teachers, and organists who revel in 
their positions of power within the church. 
Pastors bask in their congregation sizes, 
Evangelists in the number of their converts. 
Some church leaders also succumb to the 
temptation to pursue full and permanent 
control of their churches through political 
maneuvering. 

American pastor and theologian, Tim 
Keller, tells us of a serial womanizer whose 
personal value lay in his ability to entice 
women. Soon after conquering a woman’s 
heart and body, he would abandon her in 
pursuit of his next prey in a repeated pat- 
tern of conquests and abandonments. After 
becoming a Christian, the man dropped all 
womanizing and adopted an active church 
life. The pastor found this to be extraor- 
dinary, until he noticed that the man was 
eager to dominate Bible studies and impose 
his views in church committees. He had 
replaced the conquest of women with the 
conquest of spiritual conversations and deci- 
sions. Jesus wants to profoundly transform 
us. But many self-proclaimed Christians 
settle for superficial change. 

Do these efforts pay off? 

Our yearning to feel good about our- 
selves and our thirst for praise, recogni- 
tion and appreciation is God-given and is 
designed to build self-confidence, motivate 
us to work and create and enjoy the fruits 
of our labor. 

Yet, our hunt for personal self-worth 
in human sources often leaves us disap- 
pointed, desolate and thirstier than ever. 
Our looks fade as we age; our achievements 
will eventually be surpassed by those of 
others. Many who have found personal 
value in their wealth have had to apply for 
bankruptcy. People whose applause we seek 
can fake their praise and pursue hidden 
agendas. The crowd that welcomed "king" 


Jesus into Jerusalem with chants of "Ho- 
sanna..." soon switched sides and chanted 
"Crucify Him..." 

Where can I find a reliable source of 
self-worth? 

The answer is found in the Christian 
faith. God invites us to anchor our worthi- 
ness on two distinct, yet closely coupled 
divine sources. 

God created humans in his image. He 
endowed us with unique qualities such as 
consciousness, creativity, language and 
freedom. As bearers of God’s image, we are 
of infinite worth and are loved by Him. We 
are precious and worthy for God regardless 
of our attractiveness, skills, or accomplish- 
ments. This source of personal value is solid 
and lasting. 

It is normal to enjoy human applause, 
praise and appreciation. There is no harm 
in feeling good about our accomplishments. 
These will reinforce our much-needed 
confidence and self-esteem. Yet, tying our 
self-worth to and being addicted to human 
sources of value is bound to eventually dis- 
appoint us. It can be detrimental to our faith 
and is a dismally poor substitute for divine 
sources of self-worth. 

Having experienced the indescribably 
profound love of Christ, the Apostle Paul 
crucified his ego and instead of taking pride 
in his achievements he boasted in the Cross 
of Christ (Gal 6:14). Replacing the human 
sources of our personal self-worth with those 
of the divine is a sign that we have experi- 
enced the profound Christian transformation 
God intends for us. 

At the end of our lives, when our beauty 
has faded, our wealth can no longer serve us, 
and our accomplishments have been outdone 
and long forgotten, believers in Christ can 
count on the unfadable glory that God will 
bestow on them throughout eternity. Now 
that’s genuine personal value. 


Union of the Armenian Evangelical 


Churches of France 


(UEEAF - Union des Eglises Evangéliques Arméniennes de France) 


History at a Glance 


By Rev. Joél Mikaélian* 


Around the Globe 


eginning in 1923, 
many Armenians 
took refuge in France, 
and a large number 
of Evangelicals were 
among them. In those days, Arme- 
nian immigrants faced hardships ina 
completely unfamiliar environment. 
On September 22, 1922, Dr. Paul 
Berron founded a mission called 
"Christian Mission in the East" (Ac- 
tion Chretienne en Orient) in the 
state of Alsace, and he played a 
caring role in the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church in France to establish 
churches. 


MARSEILLE 


Dr. Berron invited Rev. Joseph Bar- 
sumian, one of his relatives, to France. 
Arriving in France on March 21, 1924, Rev. 
Barsumian soon formed a group of believ- 
ers, some of whom were already gathering 
in their homes for prayer meetings. 

In the beginning, the worship services 
were held in one of the halls of the Salvation 
Army. On May 11, 1924, a Church Council 
was formed, followed by a Women’s Com- 
mittee for visits. At the time the community 
consisted of 71 families (226 people, 20 of 
whom were church members). After three 
months of activity, Rev. Barsumian was 
sent to Lyon, and was succeeded on May 19, 
1924 by Rev. Hovhannes Ghazarossian, 
who suggested the possibility of using the 
local Reformed Church on Delille Street in 
the center of Marseille, which later became 
the property of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. Rev. Ghazarossian became the 


means of a powerful spiritual awakening, 
which gave a great impetus to the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in France, whose far- 
reaching impact is felt to this day. 

It is interesting to note that the spiritual 
awakening first broke out among young 
people during a prayer meeting attended by 
14 of them who were listening to the pastor. 
Soon after, evangelical gatherings, prayer 
meetings and Bible studies were added to the 
regular meetings. The fire of spiritual awak- 
ening began spreading inside and outside 
the Church. The Church Council members 
were shocked by this impulse. Young people 
in particular, some even far from Church 
circles, repented in large numbers. Imme- 
diately, divided among the neighborhoods 
of the city, they began to hand out Bibles, 
and spiritual literature, testifying to all about 
their faith. 

The persecutions and the opposi- 
tions were not late. 
Armenian political 
newspapers Started 
ridiculing and even 
threatening. But 
nothing could stop 
this impulse. From 
Marseille to Paris, 
Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches were 
founded one after 
another. Repentance 
multiplied every- 
where. 

One of the most 
important conse- 
quences of this spiri- 
tual awakening was 
the birth of pastoral 
callings. Conse- 
quently, many young 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Lyon - first established Church in France (1920). 


people were sent to theological seminaries 
in France and Switzerland. Revs. Zacharia 
Boudakian, Vahan Sahagian, Samuel 
Bakalian, Israel Abrahamian and Nerses 
Khatchadourian were the fruits of this 
spiritual awakening. 

The movement gradually spread, and 
religious and Armenian language courses 
were organized in Marseille and its sub- 
urbs. Five churches were established in the 
state of "Bouches du Rhone" — Marseille 
(downtown), Saint-Loup, Beaumont, Saint- 
Antoine and Gardanne. 

In Saint-Loup, the spiritual work 
started by Rev. Ghazarossian a few years 
before, with the support of the lay brothers, 
continued when Rev. Sahagian was ap- 
pointed pastor of that church in 1933. Not 
long after, land was purchased and a chapel 
was built in 8 months and inaugurated on 
October 28. The first Armenian Evangelical 
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Church in France was built in Saint-Loup. 
The spiritual work soon expanded in that 
Armenian-populated district. 

The spiritual work in Beaumont be- 
gan in 1926 through the efforts of Sister 
Anna Jizmedjian. In 1929, Prof. Krikor 
Khayigian settled there and immediately 
organized a prayer meeting, a Sunday school 
and an Armenian language class. When he 
left for Valence in 1933, Rev. Ghazarossian 
and Brother Gulchan Badakian replaced 
him. On March 5, 1939, a new chapel was 
opened in Beaumont. 

Under very modest circumstances, the 
spiritual work began in Saint-Antoine — a 
small prayer meeting in a kitchen in 1927. 
After settling in St. Louis, Rev. Bakalian 
also expanded his activity to Saint-Antoine. 
When he left for the Middle East in 1938, 
Rev. Margos Vekilian organized the church 
of Saint-Antoine, and a chapel was erected 
there in 1939. The inauguration took place 
in 1941 because of World War II. 


LYON 


The spiritual work began in Lyon in 
1924, when Rev. Barsumian settled in 
this city. Meetings began at the Methodist 
Church and continued at the Young Chris- 
tians Union Assembly Hall until a hall was 
rented on Royer Street. The spiritual work 
was soon organized and expanded - a biblical 
study for the young and a Sunday school for 
the little ones. In 1925, the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of France was convened in 
Lyon for the first consultative assembly of 
the Churches, and in 1927, the first General 
Assembly ("Synod") of the Union. Here, 
too, a spiritual awakening took place among 
the youth, and the Church of Lyon produced 
three clergymen: Revs. Karekin Sislian, 
Margos Vekilian and Calvin Barsumian. 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Paris & Issy-les-Moulinaux, France. 
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PONT d’AUBENAS 


Many Armenian orphans settled in this 
city, finding work in the region’s textile 
factories. Rev. Ghazarossian sent a young 
Christian teacher, Arakel Papazian, there 
and his pastoral work had a profound effect. 
In those days the Church of Pont d’ Aubenas 
could be considered one of the most impor- 
tant and vibrant churches in France. 


MONTELIMAR 


Not long after, a community was 
formed in Montelimar with Rev. Armen 
Guessarents. 


VALENCE 


In 1924, an evangelical community was 
slowly formed by Brother Kevork Kieus- 
seian in Valence. A Spiritual Brotherhood 
church was also founded. It is after 1930 
that the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Valence developed due to the faithful work 
of the pastors. 


PARIS 


An exploratory and evangelistic work 
had already been carried out in the French 
capital, by Miss Haiganouche Hagopian 
and the Theological Seminary student 
Vahan Sahagian, when in 1928 Rev. J. 
Ghazarossian took over the spiritual work, 
dividing time between Marseilles and Paris. 
But Rev. Z. Boudakian was the organizer 
of this Parisian church during his studies in 
Nogent Bible School. When he was incorpo- 
rated into the army in 1939 and was forced 
to leave Paris, he left behind a well-formed, 
vibrant and large church. He was able to give 
a big boost to the youth activities. After his 
departure, Rev. Armenak Missirian conti- 
nued his work, being alone in Paris during 
the crisis years of World War II. 


= 


Armenian Evangelical Churches of Saint Loup, 
Alfortville, Valence and St. Antoine. 


In 1944, a place of worship was esta- 
blished in Issy-les-Moulineaux a suburb of 
Paris. The community gradually grew 
and became the most important in France. 
A magnificent temple was built, and the 
inauguration took place in 1978. 

There is also a small community in Al- 
forville, located in another suburb of Paris. 


Worship Service at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Paris & Issy-les-Moulinaux, France. 


Another is formed in the 17th district 
of Paris with Rev. K. Sislian’s efforts. 
These two communities also had their own 
temples. 

Some communities were more nume- 
rous than others such as Gardanne-Bivers, 
Saint-Etienne, Décines, and to a lesser extent 
Vienne and Pont de Chery. As the years went 
by and the population shifted, these com- 
munities lost their importance and became 
annex churches. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATION OF 
UAECF 


The churches were initially governed 
by an Executive Committee, half of which 
consisted of French or Swiss members of the 
Action Chrétienne en Orient and the other 
half were members of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church. The Armenian members 
were elected during the Annual Meeting of 
the Union of Churches. In the early years, 
the financial support of Action Chrétienne 
en Orient was very important. The current 
Executive Committee took over by the Com- 
mission Synodale (Board), consisting only 
of Armenian members. And the UAECF has 
reached full financial self-sufficiency. 

The Union’s Annual Meeting brings 
together pastors and secular delegates from 
each Church. They are the ones who decide 
the main direction of the Union and elect 
the President of the Union and the Board. 


PUBLICATIONS 


From the beginning, the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of France has given 
importance to the press, considering it as an 
exceptional means of evangelism. Conse- 
quently, the Union’s Official newspaper in 
Armenian-language PANPERE, has been 


published without interruption since 1925. 
Today it is sent to 2,000 addresses, more 
than half of which are abroad. Various other 
publications were published including books 
and spiritual wall calendars every year. 

The special newspaper "Verelk" for 
young people began publication in 1946. It 
was followed by "Le Luminion," which was 
sent to about 1,000 addresses. 


SPIRITUAL WORK FOR CHIL- 
DREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


From the beginning, special attention 
has been paid to this activity. Armenian spe- 
cial schools for children on Thursdays (then 
Wednesdays), as well as Sunday schools 
had many students until World War I and 
beyond. There were more than a hundred 
of them in the Sunday schools of many 
churches. The number of students currently 
attending Sunday school varies from 10 to 
40, depending on the church. 

However, there has been a new form of 
activity developed in recent years — the ser- 
vice provided in the camps. The Union has 
two camps: La Fontanelle and La Source. 
Hundreds of children, young people and 
adults come every year to strengthen them- 
selves physically and spiritually. 

As for the spiritual work being done 
among the youth, we must remember the 
first period of prosperity, which was the 
result of the beginning of awakening. After 
World War I, there was a new beginning 
with the formation of the Armenian Chris- 
tian Youth Union (UCJA) within each 
church, as well as special youth camps. 
These unions consisted of many young 
people. However, this movement soon lost 
its force, and over the years many young 
people left the church. 


Armenian Evangelical Churches of Beaumont, 
Montelimar, Arnouville and Decines. 


There is also some renewal in this 
region, the tangible sign of which is the 
participation of young people in wor- 
ship. In addition to the usual activities of 
young people in their Unions (gathering, 
scripture study, choir, etc.), they hold an 
annual "National Assembly Meeting" in 
early November. About a hundred people 


Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches of France - Synod 2021. 


Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches of France - in the early years. 
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are attending this important and unique 
conference. 

The main issues of the youth are the as- 
similation and the loss of the mother tongue. 
Only French is spoken in Sunday schools 
and youth gatherings. Worships are bilin- 
gual, except in a number of small branches. 


PROGRESS AND SUCCESS 


In recent years, the most remarkable 
progress has taken place in the field of con- 
struction. Churches everywhere have become 
the owners of their own buildings. At present, 
there are between 20 and 120 worshippers in 
some twelve communities with several small 
branches. Most Churches have sanctuaries 
that meet the requirements. At present, six 
pastors, all born in France, serve in these 
Churches. This, however, is a small number 
with two more pastors needed. 

Clear progress has been made finan- 
cially as well. The Union has become inde- 
pendent and the financial situation of Church 
members greatly improved, especially after 
World War II. 

The balance cannot be unambiguous. 
Significant progress has been made in the 
areas of organization, construction, finance 
and camp activities. The activities of the 
Churches are incomparably excellent, with 
their small number, especially in serving 
children and young people. The French 
Union is the smallest among all the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union worldwide. 

A new spiritual awakening is needed. 
In the beginning, material poverty coincided 


La Source Camp (Evian). 
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with a great spiritual thirst, which opened the 
door to awakening. Today’s financial success 
can become the biggest trap, reducing the 
awareness of real needs. The future of the 
churches is connected with the awakening. 
The case is the same for all the Armenian 
Evangelicals in the world. 

We would like to recognize the late Rev. 
Jean Daniel Sahagian’s important role in 
the life of the Union of France. He was a 
link between the old and the new generation 
of pastors from the 70s. He was a model for 
many, a man of God dedicated to his service 
and to the service of the churches 

Rev. Sahagian was born in Marseille 
in 1933. After his theological training at the 
faculty of Strasbourg, he spent two years in 
Beirut, Lebanon to perfect his Armenian 
training. He was Pastor in Valence (1962- 
1972), in Issy-les-Moulineaux (1972-1983), 
and in Marseille-Beaumont (1983-1989). 
Rev. Sahagian was President of the Union 
France from 1976 to 1989. He was also 
President of the Armenian Evangelical 
World Council. His tragic and accidental 
death in 1989 at the age of 50 was a great 
loss for the whole Union of France. 

During the same period in the life of the 
France Union, the ministry of the late Rev. 
Jean Agopian was also appreciated by all. 


CURRENT SITUATION 


Currently, the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of France continues its mission in 
France, Europe, Armenia and the Middle 
East. 


In France, our churches continue to 
operate in cities with large Armenian com- 
munities. We have three churches in Mar- 
seille located in the Armenian-populated 
districts of Saint-Loup, Beaumont and 
Saint-Antoine. There are two churches in the 
Drome region, in the cities of Montelimar 
and Valence. Also, in the center of France, 
there are churches in Lyon and Decines. In 
the Paris region there are three churches in 
the suburbs of Paris: Alfortville, Arnouville 
and Issy-les-Moulineaux. We also have a 
building church in the center of Paris, which 
is now rented to a French church. 

UAECF owns two camp sites, La Fon- 
tanelle and La Source. Hundreds of children, 
young people and families hear the Word of 
God each year and are engaged in a variety 
of activities. The Union has also established 
a Youth Organization, the Union Chreétienne 
de Jeunes Armeniens (Armenian Christian 
Youth Union), led by young people, to serve 
the teens and youth. 

We also have a Missions Committee 
that helps our churches in the Middle East, 
in particular (Iran, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon), 
and those in Europe (Belgium, Bulgaria and 
Germany). 

Our official bi-monthly publication, 
"Panpere" is published in Armenian and 
French and is sent to many countries. It will 
soon celebrate the centenary of its founding. 

Immediately after the 1988 earthquake 
in Armenia, our Union established a hu- 
manitarian organization, Hope for Armenia 
(Espoir pour I’ Arménie), to help the victims. 
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For 30 years, this organization has been in- 
volved in various activities in the Homeland 
and Artsakh, in partnership with the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America. 

UAECF is the co-founder of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical World Council. This 
important Council connects all-Armenian 
Evangelical Churches around the world 
with each other. It is governed by a Board 
and consists of four ordained pastors and 
four lay people who are delegates from four 
regions (Marseille, Drome, Lyon and Paris). 
The Union has nine active pastors and one 
student in the Theological Seminary. 

Recently, the Union applied for an 
audit to have a balance of the past years 
and future prospects. Many inspections 
have been carried out, and are currently 
working to improve the functioning, clarify 
the vision, and find ways to use their reflec- 
tions in the future. Today UAECF churches 
face major challenges, such as preserving 
the Armenian identity in the Diaspora, 
passing it on to the new generations, re- 
placing pastors, accepting and consolidat- 
ing compatriots from Armenia and other 
countries, evangelism, witnessing in the 
Armenian communities, and establishing 
new churches. The challenges are many, 
and the Union is counting on God’s help 
and support to meet them. 

On the occasion of the 175" Anniver- 
sary of the Evangelical Church, may God 
bless all our Churches and strengthen our 
fraternal ties for the sake of His glory and 
kingdom in our people. 
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UAECF Publications: Periodical, books, calendar and Hymnal. 


Current active pastors of UAECF 
are Rev. Jacques Tchoghandjian (Mar- 
seille-Beaumont), Rev. Samuel Albarian 
(Marseille-Saint-Antoine), Pierre Lachat 
(Montelimar), Rev. Rene Leonian (Valence), 
Rev. Paul Siwajian (Lyon and Decines), 
Rev. Gilbert Leonian (Alforville), Past. 
Emmanuel Virabyan (Arnouville), Rev. Joel 
Mikaelian (Paris- Issy-les-Moulineaux). 

Meline Kinossian (Theological Stu- 
dent, Youth pastor and communication), 
Hagop Koujikian (Theological Student), 
Seyran Assulyan (Assistant Pastor in Ar- 
nouville). 


(History according to the book: "The 
Armenian Evangelical Movement" by 
Rev. Daniel Sahagian). 


* Rev. Joél Mikaélian 
is the President of 
UAECF. 


AMAA NEWS will in successive issues 
publish the history of the remaining 
Armenian Evangelical Unions worldwide. 


La Fontanelle Camp (Lasalle). 
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By Rev. Sargis Ochinyan, Pastor of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Goris 


oris (4nphu) is a town and the center of the urban 
community of Goris, in Syunik Province at the south 
of Armenia. Located in the valley of River Goris (or 
Vararak) on the intersection of Yerevan-Artsakh and 
Yerevan-Meghri-lran interstate highways, it is 254 km from the 
Armenian capital Yerevan and 67 km from the provincial center 
Kapan. Goris is the second largest city in Syunik in terms of 
population. The town has an average elevation of 1398 meters 
above sea level. 

The ultimate goal of every Christian Church, including the 
Evangelical Church of Armenia in Goris, is to share the Good News 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the people — "I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full." John 10:10 

The victorious Syunik Province needed recovery from the 
wounds it suffered and from the impact of the difficult economic 
situation during the first Artsakh War (1988-1994). Following the 
ceasefire of the first Artsakh War, we paid numerous visits to Art- 
sakh. And after implementing some of the AMAA's programs in that 
region, the AMAA and the Evangelical Church of Armenia decided 
to have a permanent presence in the strategically important city 
of Goris right on the border. 

In 1997, my wife and | were invited to move to Goris to establish 
and organize an AMAA Center and be the manager of the Center 
and at the same time serve as the Assistant Pastor of the Church 
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Ordination Service of Rev. Sargis Ochinyan. 
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in Goris. After pray- 
ing and asking God's 
guidance, we moved to 
Goris in October 1997 
to carry out the mis- 
sion for which we were 
invited. Now, 25 years 
later, looking back, it is 
difficult to summarize 
all the successes and 
failures, victories and 
defeats we had during 
our service. But one 
thing is evident that 
without the Grace of God and love for one's neighbor, our service, 
outreach and caring for others would have been impossible and 
ineffective. After three years of hard work, the work slowly bore 
fruit, and regular worship services began. Since October 2000, every 
Sunday at 11:00 am people gather in the church hall located at 105 
V. Mamikonyan Street, to worship and pray, as well as to share their 
joys and sorrows, love and care. 

In the Goris Church, both Christian and national holidays are 
celebrated to build up the Armenian Christian character in people. 
All these were not accomplished easily. The 70-year-old atheism 
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Rev. Sargis Ochinyan, Pastor of Goris Church. 


Christmas Program at Goris Church. 


had hardened the hearts of the people toward Christian faith, and 
the turbulent period of the 90s had raised many questions in the 
form of thorns and thistles. Before throwing the seed in the ground, 
it had to be cleaned of stones and thorns, dug and crushed. 

| thank God for the people who directly contributed to this 
difficult mission. First, | remember the late Rev. Dr. Movses Janba- 
zian, who, despite the doctor's advice, visited Goris in 1999, and 
had a major input for the purchase of the current Church Building 
and AMAA Center. | also remember Rev. René Léonian and Harout 
Nercessian and many others who directly and indirectly contrib- 
uted to the establishment and development of the Church in Goris 
with their prayers and gifts of love. | especially want to thank Rev. 
Mgrdich Melkonian for his contribution to the life of Goris Church 
for the last 10 years. 

Currently the number of Church members exceeds 40, and 
Church life is guided by a three-member Board of Trustees, led by 
the Pastor. By the grace of God, in July 2009, after graduating from 
the Theological Academy and doing internship, | was ordained by 
the Evangelical Church of Armenia. Since then, | have served as the 
full-time Pastor of this Church. 

The Evangelical Church of Armenia in Goris pays special im- 
portance to the Christian education of children, adolescents and 
young people. Since 1998, the Goris Church has been organizing 
children's and youth programs, Christmas and Easter events, as 
well as summer camps. Through these programs, children and 
adolescents learn about God's promise, about the Bible principles, 
and make new friends and acquaintances. 

The 44-day Artsakh War and the COVID pandemic of the last 
two years, left their marks on the life of the Church, but not on its 
mission and goal. 

We are deeply convinced and believe that the seeds sown 
today will bear fruits "a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown." To make the programs more interesting and meaningful, 
regular excursions are organized to the historical and cultural places 
of Artsakh and Armenia. In the meantime, children, adolescents and 
young people are not only exposed to spiritual and cultural values 
but are also perceived as part of God's great and infinite creation, 
which must be preserved and nurtured. 

Unfortunately, the loss of Shushi as a result of the 44-day 
Artsakh War, where the Bedrosian Camp was located, limited our 
opportunities, but gave us an opportunity to come to God in prayer 
and seek new opportunities. 

Since 2001, with prayer and vision our Church expanded the 
geography of its services, carrying out caring and charitable pro- 


Members of various Boards of Goris Church. 


Children's Vacation Bible School of Goris Church. 


grams in the cities of Kapan and Sisian. After serving in Kapan for 
seven years and in Sisian for 12 years, we were able to establish 
churches in these two cities. 

We praise God that Goris Church was able to prepare two pas- 
tors and more than 20 Christian Education workers, who currently 
serve in Armenia, Russia and Europe. 

The Goris Church, as part of the society, could not remain 
indifferent to the social issues of its surrounding. It is true that the 
Church is called to resolve all social problems but can and should 
express its love in practice. 

Since 1997, the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Goris, with 
the support of the AMAA, as well as other organizations and in- 
dividuals, has been implementing numerous charitable programs 
not only in Goris, but also in the greater Syunik Province. Since the 
44-day Artsakh War the Church extended its service to the rural 
bordering villages and communities. We praise God and give special 
thanks to all the benefactors who sacrificially supported us and 
made possible the implementation of these programs. 

In conclusion, | would like to convey one message from the 
Word of God, which has fundamentally changed and continues 
to change our spiritual life and the social status in our churches, 
Homeland and world, making it more interesting and meaningful. 
It has been and remains the principle of life and service of the 
Evangelical Church of Armenia in Goris. "So, in everything, do to 
others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets." Matthew 7:12 
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Sunday morning Worship Service at Goris Church. 


(Translated from Eastern Armenian by Louisa Janbazian) 
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News and Notes 


Good Tidings to Lebanon 


By Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian* 


hroughout the world, the end 
of the year is a time for an- 
ticipation and celebrations. As 
children look forward to gifts, 
adults look for ways to make 
wishes come true, and believers everywhere 
rejoice in Christ’s birth and revelation. The 
Armenian community of Lebanon is no 
exception to the excitement of New Year’s 
and Christmas, but the deep economic crisis 
of the country has made it near impossible 
for these plans and dreams to be realized. 

With the generous support of the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), the 2021-2022 Christmas and 
New Year season in Lebanon was filled 
with joy and good tidings. The Union of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the 
Near East (UAECNB), through the work of 
its schools, churches, Christian Endeavor 
Society and Social Action Committee, used 
that material support to prepare special 
events and gifts to celebrate the year’s end 
and the birth of Christ Jesus. 

Lebanon’s Armenian Evangelical 
school teachers face particular hardships, as 
the value of their salaries have decreased to 
a tiny fraction of what it was just two years 
ago. The AMAA’s monetary gift brought 


some needed comfort to 190 full-time and 
part-time teachers and staff of the four Ar- 
menian Evangelical schools of Lebanon, 
while also sending the message that the 
educational ministry of the church is central 
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to its forward-looking mis- 
sion. 

Sunday School chil- 
dren from churches in Bei- 
rut and Anjar, along with 
some from the Christian 
Social Center in Trad (Bourj 
Hammoud), gathered at 
the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Nor Marash on 
December 25, 2021. Nearly 
200 children enjoyed an 
exciting time of music, 
games, carol singing and 
gifts along with a visit from 
Santa. The team of vol- 
unteers from the churches 
organized, prepared and led 
the program, putting a smile 
on the children’s faces, and 
helping them to celebrate 
the Christmas season. 

In late December and early January, the 
Armenian Evangelical Christian Social Cen- 
ter in Trad brought gifts of cash and dried 
fruits (something far beyond the ability of 
many to purchase) to many impoverished, 
elderly Armenians in the Bourj Hammoud 
area. They also distributed cash gifts for food 
purchases to over 300 families, enabling 
them to set a holiday table for their families 
and loved ones. In this same season the So- 
cial Action Committee and staff also worked 
tirelessly to host a Christmas celebration for 
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the 65 children registered in the Center’s 
Study Room and Playground programs, with 
a meal, games and many gifts, including a 
voucher for each one to buy new pajamas 
and necessary clothing at a neighborhood 
store. Again, all of this was made possible 
through a special grant from the AMAA. 

It is difficult to imagine the many ways 
that the setbacks in Lebanon have impacted 
the daily lives and the hopes of Lebanese of 
every walk of life, every age and every com- 
munity. The heartfelt gifts from the AMAA 
have lifted the spirits of many when they 
most needed it and helped many to tangibly 
feel the promise of "good tidings of great 
joy" in Jesus’ name. 


* Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian 
is the Coordinator of 
Church Relations of the 
Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches 
in the Near East. Rev. 
Bakalian's ministry in 
Lebanon is supported 
jointly by the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America and the Wider Church Ministries of 
the United Church of Christ. 


AMAA Continues to Help Needy 
in Lebanon and Syria 


LEBANON 


Approaching three years of unprece- 
dented economic and financial crises com- 
pounded by the 2020 Port of Beirut explo- 
sion, the lives of Lebanese people remain 
a daily struggle. From trying to secure ba- 
sic needs to finding critical medical care, 
people are forced to review their spending 
priorities and live with new norms. 

The AMAA has been answering the 
call and supporting the valiant efforts of 
the Armenian Evangelical Social Action 
Committee (SAC). Through its work, SAC 
was able to reach out to over 5,000 cases 
just in 2021. 

In addition to the Committee’s regular 
services, the following has been added to its 
focus: direct financial support to individuals 
in need; an increase in home care hygiene/ 
emergency renovations and repairs; food 
distribution, distribution of milk and diapers 
for 150 infants and toddlers; distribution 
of adult diapers and bed pads to over 45 
bedridden elderly individuals; monetary 
assistance to more than 30 families with an 
eviction notice, who have not been able to 
afford rent due to unemployment, illness 
or disability; medical and psychological 
support; children and teen social programs; 
and assistance in obtaining emergency or 
procedural surgeries, diagnostic tests and 
oxygen meters. Access to medications 
remains either unavailable or monopolized. 

Despite all obstacles and through the 
grace of God, the Committee has been able 
to help lessen the financial, medical and 
emotional burdens of thousands of people 


using funds received from the AMAA and 
generous relief donors. The AMAA will re- 
main steadfast and ready to provide what 
help is needed. 


SYRIA 


In 2021, the Armenian Evangelical 
Community in Syria continued its mission 
taking care of people serving those in need 
and glorifying His holy name. 

With the support of the AMAA, the 
Armenian Evangelical Social Action Com- 
mittee in Syria continued providing social 
services and relief programs in Aleppo, 
Kessab and Damascus. 

Besides financial aid that was provided 
to families, students and teachers on various 
occasions (Christmas and Easter), food and 
hygiene kits, winter fuel allowance, stoves 
and blankets were also distributed. In ad- 
dition, clothing coupons were distributed 
to needy students, medical and financial 
support were provided to elderly over 70, 
visitations to the old people’s home and 
Armenian Orphanage were arranged and 
family retreats were organized for the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches in Aleppo. 

During 2021, the Bethel Polyclinic of 
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church 
of Aleppo distributed medication and 
provided healthcare to more than 24,200 
patients. The Bethel Polyclinic has become 
an advanced health care center which is ca- 
pable of handling more than 13 specialties 
delivered to patients by healthcare profes- 
sionals who are recognized for their medi- 
cal excellence. The Church also continued 


to extend financial assistance for medical 
surgeries and hospital expenses to those in 
immediate need. 

The AMAA’s continued support has 
made a difference in the lives of those who 
were impacted by the region’s economic 
crisis. May God continue to strengthen our 
leadership in Syria who faithfully serve our 
people in His name. 


Children at Trad Social Service Center for "After-School Study Room." 


Children receive gift certificates for clothing in Aleppo, Syria. 
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The Good News Proclaimed 
at Christmas Joy Programs 
in Armenia and Artsakh 


anuary is the month to proclaim the Good News of Christmas at the AMAA 
Centers and Armenian Evangelical Churches in Armenia and Artsakh. 
All the leaders of our churches and the children in about 25 towns and zs 


villages once again sang "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." In every town and village, the Good News was 
proclaimed in a different way. They spoke about giving, loving, forgiving 


ther, and the reason for all this was the Savior, the Son of God, who first loved us 
and became human to show His love. 

Excitement, hearts full of love, eyes shining with joy and hope is all that could 
be seen throughout more than 70 Christmas Joy Programs where over 12,000 children 
proclaimed the Good News to others. 

As Christmas is the time to give and receive gifts, the AMAA and the Evangeli- 
cal Church of Armenia together prepared over 12,000 Christmas Joy Packages for the 
children to complete their joy. 

We thank all our donors who supported our children in Armenia and Artsakh this 
year by donating to our Christmas Joy Program. May the Gospel of Christmas joy, peace 
and love reign in our hearts, in our families and in our country throughout the year. | 
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Christmas in Sarvard (a border village). 
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AEWC Meets in Fresno, CA 


By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, AEWC Executive Director 


he Executive Committee of the Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) held its Annual Meeting at the Pilgrim 
Armenian Congregational Church in Fresno, CA, on October 21-22, 2021. The Committee expressed its thanks to 
the Church for hosting its Annual Meeting. 

Participating in the meeting in person and virtually were representatives of the five Church Unions, the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America and Stephen Philibosian Foundation. The Executive Committee dealt 
with ecclesiastical and missions’ issues on the agenda and made decisions accordingly. 

The year 2021, being the 175* Anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church, the Executive Committee 
registered with joy the Anniversary celebrations and activities which were held to date. It looks forward to events which will be 
held in the coming months. Because of the Covid pandemic, the celebratory activities which were to be held in Armenia during 
June 25 to July 5, 2021, were postponed until 2022 in the same venues and on the same dates. 

The Executive Committee was happy to welcome the publication of the Commemorative Volume, Hooshamadyan, on 
the 175" Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church. It expressed its gratitude to the editor, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, and 
to those writers who were appointed to prepare articles for the book and those who had an input in the book’s publication. The 
Hooshamadyan was published in Yerevan, Armenia in May 2021. Copies of the book were distributed to the member organizations 
of AEWC. It was also reported that the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America will render its English edition next year. 

By happy coincidence, this year (2021) both the Republics of Armenia and Artsakh are celebrating their 30" Anniversary 
of independence. On this happy occasion, the Executive Committee, on behalf of AEWC, congratulates our twin Republics and 
pledges its support for their independence and prosperity. 

The Executive Committee paid its respects to the victims of the Artsakh War and demands the immediate release of the 
Armenian prisoners of war detained by Azerbaijan since November 9, 2020. 

The AEWC strongly condemns the Azeri government for its continuous unprovoked aggression against the peaceful 
Armenian population, and for its threats and demands against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of our twin Republics of 
Armenia and Artsakh. The AEWC continues to stand in solidarity with the Armenian nation and the Armenian people. 

The Executive Committee also discussed the situation of the Armenian communities in the Middle East, particularly the 
crisis created in Lebanon over the past years, including the economic downturn, the severe devaluation of the Lebanese currency, 
and unprecedented financial hardship and pledged to reinvigorate its fundraising efforts through the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America. 

On behalf of the Armenian Evangelical World Council, the Executive Committee appeals to the Armenian public in general 
and to the Armenian Evangelical Constituency in particular, to stand in solidarity and continue to strengthen our Fatherland 
Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian community in the Diaspora. 


Executive Committee members of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council. 

Front row L to R: Rev. Albert Paytyan, Rev. 

Dr. Haroutune Selimian, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. 
Tootikian, Dr. Nazareth E. Darakjian, Joyce 
Philibosian Stein. Back Row L to R: Rev. Mgrdich 
Melkonian, Rev. Samuel Albarian, and Rev. 
Hendrik Shanazarian. Missing from the photo: 
Rev. Rev. Joél Mikaélian, Rev. Dr. René Léonian, 
Zaven Khanjian, Dr. Nurhan Helvacian and Rev. 
Megerditch Karagoezian. 
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rom a heartfelt gift of 50 eu- 
ros to several gifts of | mil- 
lion dollars each, the AMAA 
has been the recent recipient 
of some very generous dona- 
tions to support our Mission. 

The gift of 50 euros was sent to the 
AMAA from a new donor in Greystones, 
Ireland who attended a presentation by 
Etain Murphy, an author in Ireland. 
The author mentioned the AMAA and 
our work in Armenia and Artsakh in her 
speech and asked the attendees to consider 
supporting our Mission. The donor was 
moved by the author’s presentation and the 
gift was sent in response to this request. 

In addition, the AMAA received 
an unrestricted gift of $1 million from 


the Grille Foundation. The Grille 
Foundation was established in 2010 
to support causes in the spheres of 
religion, poverty relief and education. 
The Foundation, which has made several 
other major gifts to the AMAA in the past, 
stated "we are grateful that we can join 
and support those who seek to do good 
and follow God. God bless the work of the 
AMAA and your leadership." 

The AMAA received a gift of $1 
million from the estate of Harry 
Bedoian. His sister, Mary Bedoian 
informed the AMAA that the gift was to be 
used to help the wounded soldiers and the 
families who lost soldiers in the Artsakh 
War and also those who were displaced 
and lost homes during the war. 


Support Our Heroes 


AMAA Board member Edward 
Avedisian and his wife, Pamela, 
recently made two generous donations 
to the AMAA. The Avedisians donated 
a gift of $1 million for the Avedisian 
School Endowment Fund, which the 
AMAA will match. They also set up 
a $255,000 endowment fund that will 
last for one hundred years. The fund is 
designated to reward the teachers, faculty, 
administrators and full-time employees of 
the Avedisian School with a bonus over 
and above their salary each year. The fund 
will increase their bonus, previously $50 
per year, by $5 every three years. "We 
established this endowment fund to let the 
staff and faculty of the Avedisian School 
in Yerevan, Armenia know how much 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) and the Support Our Heroes Charitable NGO have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding, according to which AMAA generously sponsors the construction of 6 out of the 16 homes 

of Project Nakhijevanik, in Askeran. Participation in this program is part of the AMAA's mission to rebuild and resettle Artsakh. 
Immediately after the war, the AMAA resumed its Artsakh support campaign, not only to provide emergency aid, but also to help 
rebuild what was destroyed. To date, AMAA has renovated 17 houses in Artsakh, in the cities of Stepanakert and Martuni. 

Support Our Heroes NGO launched Project Nakhijevanik in January 2021. The NGO has since received a 3 hectare land in the 
village of Nakhijevanik, Askeran from the Artsakh government as a grant, has performed all required soil engineering work, and 
developed the required detailed plans and budget for the construction of a new community of 16 homes, along with district 
infrastructure and a community park. Ground has been broken at this time and bulldozers are working at Nakhijevanik, performing 


site grading and excavation work. 


AMAA News - JAN + FEB - MARCH 2022 


we appreciate them and their wonderful 
work," said Mr. Avedisian, who along 
with the AMAA, established the non- 
tuition and award-winning School in 1998 
and expanded it in 2014. 

"The AMAA is very blessed to } A ARENA a utESUCUL QUWUL & 
receive all donations, from the smallest s Ny 
to the largest," said Zaven Khanjian, 
Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA. 
"Each gift is given from the heart and 
means so much to us and to the thousands 
of our brothers and sisters in the 24 
countries we serve around the world. The 
gifts help to make a difference in the lives 
of so many people." 

There are many ways to support the 
Mission of the AMAA. Cash, in the form 
of a check or online gift, is one of the most 
common forms of giving to the AMAA. 
Recently sold securities, stocks or other 
investments offer another opportunity. 


; ARGUS att) 
ASSOCIATION OF po 


AMAA 
Stepanavan Center 


The newly constructed AMAA Center in Stepanavan 
houses the Soup Kitchen and provides various 
ministries for children, adults and seniors. 

An endowment fund in the name of an On July 3, 2022 AMAA will formally dedicate 


individual, family or organization can be the Stepanavan Center to the forebearers of the 
established with an outright contribution Fovniadars Gir alae Galle owe ition. 


in the amount of $1,000 or more. Planned 
gifts can be arranged through a variety of 
giving instruments, including your will, 
living trusts, life insurance, charitable gift 
annuities or retirement accounts. If you are 
interested in learning more about ways to 
give to the AMAA, please contact Magda 
Poulos, Director of Operations and Donor 
Relations, at the AMAA, 201-265-2607, 
Ext. 107. 


Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School 


Established in 1999 and moved to its current state of the art complex in 2014, the main mission of Khoren and Shooshanig 
Avedisian School and Community Center is based on modern teaching aids to implement high-quality pre-school to secondary 
education programs for children in the southwestern district of Yerevan and establish special privileges for children from socially 
disadvantaged families. The Avedisian School has proven that it has been able to maintain the best principles of the education 
system developed over the decades and is able to incorporate the global experience of private schools in its activities, thus 
becoming one of the best in the Armenian education system. 
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AEUNA and AMAA Leaders Meet with 
Armenian Denominational Leaders 


n mid-January, a delegation of Armenian Evangelical 

leaders including Armenian Evangelical Union of North 

America (AEUNA) Interim Minister to the Union Rev. 

Hendrik Shanazarian and AEUNA Vice Moderator & 

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church Pastor Rev. Serop 
Megerditchian, Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) CEO/Executive Director Zaven Khanjian and AMAA 
President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian visited with other Armenian 
denominational leaders in Southern California. They expressed 
good wishes for the holiday season and welcomed in the New Year 
together. 

On January 14, the delegation visited Archbishop Hovnan 
Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of North America, to discuss opportunities for collaboration as 
well as current and future activities of the churches. 

On January 19, the delegation visited Bishop Torkom Donoyan, 
Prelate of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
to convey their support for Lebanese Armenians and readiness to 
continue the Lebanese Armenian assistance programs and to reach 
out to all Armenians living in Lebanon. 

Also on January 19, the delegation visited with Bishop of the 
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of the U.S. and Canada Bishop Mikael 
Mouradian, at St. Gregory the Illuminator Cathedral, conveying 
congratulations on the election of the new Armenian Catholic 
Catholicos Patriarch Raphaél Bedross XXI Minassian. 


= PS Ot es 
ee ee = = = =] 
January 19, 2022, at Armenian Catholic Eparchy, Glendale, CA: (L to R) Rev. 
Serop Megerditchian, Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Bishop Mikael Mouradian, Zaven 


Khanjian and Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. 
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CA: (L to R) Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Zaven Khanjian, Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, 
Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian and Rev. Serop Megerditchian. 


January 19, 2022, at Western Prelacy, La Crescenta, CA: (L to R) Rev. Serop 
Megerditchian, Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Bishop Torkom Donoyan, Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian and Zaven Khanjian. 


Among topics discussed during these meetings were the 
current situation of Armenians in Armenia, Artsakh and Lebanon, 
and ways to collaborate and support them; the situation of the 
church in Armenia during Soviet Republic times and now; and 
how to keep Armenians’ faith strong, with a focus on the family 
and youth. & 


eye ideien cubase Eeroaiceyi 

caer rah gen gt, et des yd yrs 

bap ino ri. ni ieee 
ee doy. 


Good News from Istanbul and Tuzla 


CAMP ARMEN TO BE REBUILT 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) welcomes the news of the rebuilding 
of Camp ARMEN in Tuzla and is committed to 
support the Camp’s reconstruction. 

In 1962, land located in Tuzla, Istanbul was 
purchased by the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Gedik Pasa Foundation and Camp ARMEN was built on it. In 
1974, properties belonging to Christian Foundations were seized 
due to the country’s political atmosphere which was affected by 
political activities outside the country. The camp land was one of 
the properties that was seized by the authorities. 

In 2015, with the consent of the President and in line with 
instructions from the Prime Minister at the time, a4,715 m2 portion 
of the original 8,600 m2 property was returned to the Foundation by 
the Mayor of Tuzla. Following the return of the 4,715 m2 portion 
of land, work began quickly. A new architectural plan has been 
completed, a license obtained, and construction will be started 
soon. The new Camp ARMEN project will maintain its orphanage 
character, will serve as a "Youth and Information Center," and will 
continue to operate throughout the year. Contact is also currently 
being made with relevant authorities for the return of a remaining 
part of the property owned by the Tuzla municipality. 

"Camp ARMEN will be the first and only Camp in Turkey 
to function as a development center by serving our community 
every month throughout the year with social, cultural and religious 
development activities with the help of trained volunteers," said 
Rev. Krikor Agabaloglu, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Gedik Pasa, Istanbul, Turkey. "Camp ARMEN was 
established in 1962 by children whose small hands carried water, 
sand, cement and bricks. They literally wrote a story of existence. 
They built the Camp like a monument and called it Camp ARMEN. 
They left a lasting heritage that has never been forgotten. Let us, as 
the elders of today, bring Camp ARMEN back to life with the same 
spirit. By saying, ‘we have been broken down but not destroyed 
and we will last forever,’ let’s build a renewed and renovated 


Camp ARMEN for this era. Let’s make Camp ARMEN come 
alive together through our voluntary contributions and keep Camp 
ARMEN alive with the stories that have been lived in the past." 

"Under the leadership of Hrant Guzelian, Camp ARMEN was 
indeed a blessing to a multitude of Armenian youngsters from the 
plains of Anatolia, including Hrant Dink and his wife Rakel. We 
hope and pray that the new Camp will continue to be a blessing 
to a new wave of Armenian Youth from all corners, including 
Anatolia," said Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO. 

Just recently the AMAA helped the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Gedik Pasa make renovations to the Church structure 
and give a facelift with a new coat of paint throughout the building. 
Besides Church activities, the Gedik Pasa Church operates the 
Hrant Dink School. Founded in 2003, the main goal of the School 
is to create a small Homeland for children from Armenia living 
in Istanbul and give them an Armenian upbringing and education 
until the day comes for them to return to Armenia and continue 
their education in the Homeland. & 


Hrant Guzelian with the Camp ARMEN children - 1960s. 
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Rev. John Melkonian Celebrates 
90 Years of God's Blessings 


ev. John Melkonian was honored by family 

and friends with a surprise celebration of his 

90th birthday on Friday, December 3, 2021, at 

Phoenicia Restaurant in Glendale, California. Over 

125 guests including relatives, former students, 
colleagues, ministers, representatives of community organizations 
and members of the Armenian press gathered to celebrate the life 
and ministry of Rev. Melkonian. The evening was one of jubilation 
and praise. It was an opportunity to praise God for the favor of a 
long and fruitful life, and to thank Him for His enduring love and 
faithfulness. 

Psalm 105:1-2 encapsulates the theme for Rev. Melkonian’s 
life as well as for the evening: "Give thanks to the LORD, call on 
his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing 
to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts." Indeed, 
Rev. Melkonian has experienced God’s faithfulness in every 
season of his life, and he has witnessed to all of God’s eternal love. 

The birthday celebration was an occasion for praising God for 
the wondrous works in the life of Rev. Melkonian. It was a theme 
that was underscored by his family as they reflected on the life of 
their husband and father. Jeanette, Badveli’s wife, reflected on her 
life with her beloved husband, describing him as a man of deep 
faith and integrity, a dedicated servant of God, a kind and sweet 
soul, and an exemplary husband and father. Central to her personal 
stories were verses, such as Romans 8:28, that were gifted to her 
by him which sustained her throughout the years — "And we know 
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose." 

Doris and Arda, Badveli’s daughters, presented a biographical 
sketch of their father’s life journey which included his ministry, 
accomplishments, as well as candid family anecdotes. They 
described a nurturing, attentive and devoted father who, along 
with their mother, created a happy, loving, joy-filled home. They 
portrayed a man with a compassionate heart, who has touched 
many lives, yet never seeking recognition or applause. A slideshow 
of Rev. Melkonian’s life in all its facets (personal, educational 
and ministry) revealed a full and blessed life. The evening was 
enriched with musical performances of beloved hymns by Maral 
Parseghian, and performances of classical and popular pieces on 
the harp by Karina Ward. 

Recognizing God’s blessings in their father’s life, Doris and 
Arda announced their gift of $90,000 to be distributed among 
churches, institutions and organizations that have significance for 
their father as institutions of higher learning where he has been 
educated; communities and churches where he has ministered; 
and organizations where he has served. The recipients of $10,000 
each are: Near East School of Theology (Lebanon), Haigazian 
University (Lebanon), Armenian Community of Kessab (Syria), 
Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of Anjar (Lebanon), 
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Shamlian-Tatigian Armenian Evangelical School (Lebanon), 
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church (United States), Armenian 
Evangelical Brethren Church (United States), Church of the 
Nazarene World Missions (United States), and Sahag Mesrob 
Armenian Christian School (United States). 

Among those who paid tribute were Rev. Berdj Djambazian 
who was Rev. Melkonian’s pupil in Anjar. Rev. Djambazian 
lovingly recalled that Rev. Melkonian’s sermons which he had 
notated, sustained and inspired him while he was studying in 
Switzerland. Rev. Dikran Shanlian, a family friend, shared in a 
letter Rev. Melkonian’s humility, sincerity, and loving spirit. Rev. 
Serop Megerditchian, family friend and the master of ceremonies 
for the evening, recalled Rev. Melkonian’s fatherly love and steady 
support. 

Personal reflections of love and respect for the honoree, 
applauding Rev. Melkonian for many decades of fruitful service to 
the church and the entire Armenian community were delivered by 
Dr. Ivan Shnorhokian, Zaven Hanessian, Zaven Demirjian, Dikran 
Khanjian, Jacqueline Pambakian, Rebecca Karaminassian, Maria 
Vartanian, Gabriel Moloyan and Ara Assilian. 

Celebrating this wonderful milestone with Rev. Melkonian 
were his colleagues: Rev. Daniel Albarian, Rev. Berdj Djambazian, 
Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni, Rev. Dr. John 
Khanjian, Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian, Rev. Darwin Ng, Rev. Joe 
Matossian, Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian 
and Rev. Ron Tovmassian. 

The memorable event concluded with the honoree expressing 
words of appreciation, thanking God for nine decades of blessings, 
thanking his family and friends, and promising to continue to 
glorify God with his life. 


AMAA Now Accepting 
Scholarship Applications 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) is now accepting scholarship applications 
for the 2022-2023 academic year for full-time undergraduate students of Armenian descent studying in 
North America. 

Students interested in applying for scholarships should personally request the link for the application 
form by calling 201-265-2607 ext. 127 or by email, lucyr@amaa.org. Previous recipients must reapply 
each year. It is the responsibility of the student to request an application form. 

Incomplete items and/or missing documents will automatically disqualify an applicant. 

All application forms must be completed online and be submitted no later than May 1, 2022. 

Awards are made by the Scholarship Committee, which takes into consideration the applicant’s 
grades, financial need, the tuition cost of the college he/she will attend/attends, accomplishments, 
future leadership potential and good character references. Please note, AMAA Scholarship checks are 
issued directly to academic institutions and not to individuals. & 


JAMES G. JAMESON ESSAY CONTEST 
OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL AND,COBEEGEISMUDENTS, 


Ihe James G. Jameson Essay Contest, sponsored 4 the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), runs every academic year and is financed from the income of a special fund established by Mr. 
and Mrs. James G. Jameson of Brookline, MA. 

All Armenian and part-Armenian students attending schools in North America are eligible. Only 
unpublished essays are accepted which are written in English and have a length of 1,000 to 2,000 words. 

The topics of the Contest are required to touch upon some aspect of Armenian heritage and 
experience, such as religion, history, culture, literature, language, art, architecture, geography and 
economics. 

Essays are judged based on merit in such criteria as content, style, logic and reasoning, coherence and 
usage. 

Awards for the Contest are made in two categories: College/University contestants, and High School 
contestants. 

The deadline for entries is May 1, 2022. 

Entries and/or inquiries should be directed to: James G. Jameson Essay Contest, c/o of The 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or 
e-mailed to lucyr@amaa.org. 
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Utp. Utpnp UypunhytwG* 


wipnteGuuSol: Untnp Qwunh\: ALpwfuntyetwue 
Up jwyinwupwnnLh pe Lphumnu UenbyueEpeEU 
Sunntehcu wnwsd E: Vw ywyl UpGeunyu wuntbu, 
Uwnn. wnwpwop dwnuwhnwcLenubnny [gnu 
YGwuep Y’wuynh GEL yntuwhwunnLrGwup 
funnudwo E, wyuuyEu plsujEu En w2wyGnuubnnu Uhowup 
SEn 3huncuh fuwsbineeGuEu Gunp: UyuuwyEu fusujEu nn En 
3wy dnnnunenanh uhéwun 2wyng SGnuwuwwuntebuLl 
1915-EU Guine GL AuswyEu nn E wyuon Aw wqagh quitwyubnn_u 
yntuwihuun GL funndwos Uhowyp, jwuyuuyEu Ungwiubwu 
44 onGwy uywutnawquEu tune: 

SEn 3huntuh fuwsbynteGuEu Gung, w2wyGnpwnutnp 
Gnantuwntu Yn nwnuwl GE wuywuywo jntuwhwu ne 
funnuwo Upowyh ug: 

Uwhywyu 38wpntgGw, 2pahuwmnu hn hnw2wiwn 
SuinneeGuEU Gunp U'tntth wunug GL Un hwngU_. «husn°L 
funnuwo Ep» (UnLY. 24. 38): 

UWUYENS GL wnwnyuyw yw pywue: 

busn°e funnuwo snyjwyhu: 

busn°e suwfulwyhu: 

busn°L syntuuuhuuunEhu: 

Gum puUywu En wa2wyGpumubinn_u funndhip, 
Uwfulwyp Ge yntuwhwuhip: 8njusnuhu 3huntup Unwy 
nnwo Ehu Ge hpldw 3hun_u UGnwos ne pewnntwo En: Uy 
fuoueny 8huntu hbuntnuhu sEn: 

Gne 8wnnigbw, 2nphunnu w2wyEpwuuenn_u Y'tnt&eh, 
Up UuiNWhGgUE yeE FUeU En fuwsGwyn GEnpuyEu 3wnntgbuy 
®nuhs hnGug htu E Ge nepGul Ywinhe suywy funndbine Ge 
Uuwifuluwyne: Wu Y'pukE. «WUEU on Gu aGqh hu Gu, UpuscGe 
w2fuwnhhu ub&ngn» (Uwure. 28. 20): 

dpwhunupwn Yuuynhue wybuyyhuh yp6wyuenne 
GL wwnpwqwutnne uE9, yunoEp SEn 8huntu ww ywepu 
fuushu Unwy UGnwo E GL Ywld qtintGquwunpu uEQ 
jewnnLwo: 

Uhwewuhy Gayne nwnhubn Ge wupnng w2fuwnhp 
wunwUwynLonLtwd EF hudwG6wnwyh wwumdéwnnd: Lue, 
muwnpbn uinndwuueubtn GL unnndntehLuutp Yn hujwotbu 
Uwinn wnwnwon: 

buy wqquyhu q&muh Yynwy, ywmbtnwau, 
Uuwhwuwubn, Uwfu, gu, Uhgu Ge pLnwewushtn wud GL 
quunwUhe gnLwnweo nt funndwo GL wyu eninn Yp6wyutnneu 
JE9, Un Ywndtue pt Uén wlutlontwy ontnn «ULwa 
Atnewye»ubn GU: 

Uj, Fuoupnu, Yn Ywndbue pet SEn 8huntu UGnwo E: 
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Uuyjw reE ny wyEunp En wyu pninnp nwnnEhu Ge Sunntetbwu 
injup wwyswnwglEn UEp Upwy GE hGnwglEn UGquE ube GL 
Untye wuuytnn: 

Uw uy wyu UupuiwhnpweEnuGnpnc_u uE9g SEn 38huntu 
Yn hwnglE.- «husn°L fFunndweo Ep» (InLy. 24. 38): GL Un 
YumuhGglE pubjny. «WUEU on Gu d6qh htw Gu» (Uwunp. 
28. 20): 

buWYwuwEu 3huntu UGnwo se: feEGL Un Ywnotue 
rE «ULwa ALnewre»uGpnL. YGWwue Y'wunphue, uwhywyu 
Lnhuunnuh hnwawiunwn jwnnteGuude Yn qnjwwntcoue 
Ge Uunn Untnp 2nghhu gonnteGudp Yn qhuwughue Fn 
UGnYwyntyeGwu: 

®uwuur utp wuGuontwy hnw2wannonrebuue wunwd 
GL Ownwywd YGwuen pyjwy RuynGupeh Ge Ungwihuh veg GL 
Yuu uthhineh wwinwoenu: 

B3unnigtw, Lpnhuumnu uUhzwm du&gh hw E, pwyjg 
wyu sh Ugwuwytn wnwug UwnuwhnweEnubnne GL 
ndntwpnteheuuGpne YGwup whiunh wuyphle: 

3unnigbw)2phuunnu U'nuE. «Ugfuwphh vEg UENnLyehLu 
whunh neuGuwe, puyg Pugwuh’nuw GnEp, Gu w2fuwnphhu 
juunretgh» (Snuh. 16. 33): 

Pwguuhnun pywy Ge qhwnwyghy fe Swnnrgtwy 
Lnhuunnu utgh héw £, yn uawuwYE qonwuwy, 8wnnigbwy 
Lnhuunnund Ge Ulnn qonntetGuu Ywnnnneehcunup, 
nnwEugh Ywnnn pypwue Uwnwuwyhu ne swnhu 
huwneubnn_u neu nuby: 

NonnuUnwetw|y'pul. «Qn wtopywyubgEp, Uegetnunn, 
62UwnunntyeGwup wupwglbiny ne wnnwunpntebul qnwhp 
huwqub&ind ne nueGnuntn wlupwgnigE’P fuwnwnntetbuu 
wiLGununwUuhl wwunnwuunntehtun GE wWUEU puuuh Unwy 
hutuuphu duhwup wnt’e, nnn Ywnnn whunh pjjwe 
suipnhu eninn Ynwynw UGwWtnp dwn, GL upynreGwu 
UuwunwLwninn wnk’p nehnqghhu untnp’ nn Uuunnony Fuoupu 
t» (Guntu. 6. 14-17): 

Qhunwygh] Supnigbwy) Lphuunuh u&gh h&w pyjwyneu 
GL qonwuw, Uunn gonnteGuup, yn UgzwuwWYE.- 


1. VEgp&Gpuhu B2Uwnunntebudp UUpwglby: 

Stn 8huntu bueu E 62Uwpunntyehcun: WU gnjg unLwL 
62Uwnhw YGwuen: 

AwLwunugGwyin Ywusniwd E 8upnigbw| 2ahpuwnund, 
Uunn gnjg mnLwd ne wunwd 62Uwnhu YEwuend, 
wuUpwglt, hn uEgen, nnuyEugh shyuuy ne suwyreweh swinhu 
6hnwuusnn.u utg: 


2. Unnwnnrebul Qnwhp 2wquh;: 

Stn 3huncu bueu E Unnwnnp: Ulnn wuynpwsd Yawuen 
wnnwnnteGuu YGwue En: Wu nhuwnntg pninn wunug 
nnnue wuupnwpnteGbwu UEg Ehu: Ul Gout huywohu, 
unyuuinhl, qnyntwohu, 6uzn woh, hhewunhu nt uquinnhu 
h&un: UEY fuoupnd UW Gnu wuwnnunnteGul qnh Gqnn 
Uwinnng htu: 

Uju wuuwnnun Ge «wuunwn»h UGnwontwo w2fuunhhu 
JE9, hwLwuwgGuwyip Ywusntwd E 3wupntgbwy, L2nhumnuh 
wnnunnteGul qnuha hwquhy GL wnanwnpnteGwu 
hudwp wwyewnhy yuu uuu wuwnnwnpnteGwu Ge 
wuwnnwpuGnn_u neu: 


3. AwLtwunphu dwhuwup Unub;: 

Unupbwin yn 2G2unE. «UWUEU pusuh Unwy huLwiunehu 
Ywhuwup wnt’p, nnn ywnnn whunh pywe swnhu pninn 
YnuYnun UGuNEnp Uwnky» (h. 17): 

Unwug 38wnnigtw, 2nhumnuh Unwy neubgwd utp 
huLuMmphu, puma ywu whmnh pywwy swphu Ynuynun 
UGunEpnLU ywudunthy, EL Yphy: 

B8unnigtbw, Lnhumnuh dnwy fuunufuntwsd ne 
hugumuuintwd huLwiunpu E nn huLtwuwugGuwyp ny pe 
Uhuyu whunh wyw2unuywue swnEu wyp hwiLwupenu? swunhu 
YnuYnun UGuNEnp whunh Uwnphu: SEn 8hun_u U'pul. «Grek 
UwuwubGfuh huiwnh suth hwLwing nvuGuwe... pwu dp 
wuhuwnhu whunh spijwy GGqh» (Uuunye. 17.19): 

bnuyuunteGuu dUbg, 2nhuunnttntetwu hhdep 
ahuwuhg hwrwmeu EF: 3wewMme pel 3Swnnigtwy, 
Lnhuunnut E Uhwy Spuhsn vwinn wnwnwshu: 

GreE w2fuwnh Y'negE fuwnuwnnteh_u, wyEmp E 
htnupulshin wud qhunwygh et Upwyl Swnnigtwy, Opyhsu 
EY Fuwnuwnntebwl b2fuwun, nn Yuunnn E puwnunnteheu 
Ge wpnuwunnteheu gunnhb, Uwnn wnwnwohl Ge wupnng 
w2fuuinhhu: Apnndhbunte uEnp junyeGg GE whup junyet 
suinhu: 

3unnigGw, L&nhumnuh YUnwy neubgwsd UGn hwLwiungn 
ujuuyhuh uushuwl ual E nip swnhu ns UEY Yauiynun UbNnEnp 


Ywinnn Y'pyjwu pewtpwugbine GL UGp uppiunp qnuuLbyne ne 
UtGngubin-: 

Ut pUnhwywnwyp, 8upni_gGuy, Lnhumnuh dunwy 
nLuGgwo huLtwmMeh dwhwund, swnhu Yawynw 
uGutnp, nnewu nn 2wWH pw, ni2 YwUu Ywun_f, 
whunh dwnhu Ge hwerwunwgbuwyp jwnewywu whwh 
Duy, Uywy Ywnnwuuwuwgn, SEn qonh wuwuywulenn, 
Uwipnwpweywinpn, 2wywumwuu ne Ungwfun: 

Ujuon 8wnnteGul wou E: Untpp Quimnhy: 2phuumnu 
qatGntquuwunu ug sE: Wu 8wnnteheu wnwo E: 8h2Gup Uwe 
peE bn Apw2wuhwn 3unnrebwup UW jwnntgwubg uy 
waan S&nwuuywunteGuUtW SEn gonh wuwuywuubnEU 
Gi Y'wuynh utp uE9 ne yp hwingU_E. «husn’L tunnywo Ep... 
Gu abqh hun Gu»: 

bu GreE Yn hwiLtwunwup reE Swnntgbw, L2phuunnu u&gh 
h&u E, ntpGuu* pusn*L fFunnudhue, Uwfulwue, jntuwhwunpue 
GL puyGnthue: 

Yuunwh GL puguiuhnwn pile): 

Gnp 3unnigGw,2phuunnu UGgh héw E, vEYn sh ynuuwn 
UGqh huywnwy Ybuu: «Geb Uuunntwd utp Ynnul E, n°y, 
wyhunh pyjwy UGgh huywnwy:» 2nnuu. 8. 31 

GYEP wyu hwumwu ne qghnwyhg hwewumeny, jnjund, 
Yumuwhntetuue GL ewowununtebuulp qonGuuyunntpue 
ne UWwewuntpetGwup, uhnnd Ge nenwfuntpetuudp 
2Unnhuwtnnbue qhnwn pubjnu. 


«PEPUSNU 3UPGUF bh UGMGLNS, 


OFALGULE 3UPNFfehFLL PF PUSNUP»: 
UUEL 


* d&Gn. UEnnp Uynpunhsbul ULwiGg. 
Anudhcu E Pwuwunhluyh Ypyhyhw Rwy 
ULGuwpwuu yuu GYyEneghh: 


Annndniph_o G. CGnnhp 


<Sumtupdulniyaprtind domkhuip ginphph wjnvfh, naylugh nynniniyefrh plynitipip 
la 2inphp quitkhp’ wykmp kywo umth uvhqp oghiqnu: Gpp. 4. 16 


Utnp. Uwnohu OspGywG* 


ne hua hwng GU uuwihu, pet hus unnfunttg 
pn uEg Ungufubul Gnynnnn wwmbtnuquhg 
jGuiny, PU upwuwufuwul EY 2ww pwubn, 
pug wnw9hu htnphl wywunyGnwgntlvuGnu 
SEnng nnnnunteGwu GL 2uUnpheh Uwuhu: 
Quuyws Unwu, nn 28 NwnnLWu Wwuw2fuwnn_Lebwu 
YGwuep ncubu, nnhg 4 mwnhu wunntwowewuwywu 
Unrentrehcu Ge 15 uwwnhl hnunewywu unndawnneehcu, 
SEnng nnjnnuntehcuu nt gunnhep Un’p pUwumM uNWwguwu 


hud hwuwn Ungufuh 44-onntwy wywuntnwquh dwuwuwy 
Ge Uwuweuwun nnw uGngntu: 

2020-h UGujwntbuptnh 27-p ns-undnnw4wu uyunctg 
UwGL hud hwuuwn: dwn wnwowmhg hud Enu quiuquhwunpnl 
wnwnptén puytnuén, punGyuudubn, nehupguntu pet wpntor 
unGnGuy Gu, nn uywuntnwa E uyuncky, GL h Uhgh wyng 
huwinguntu, UjEup* nnwu, qwuquhwnt’ E wantop wyuon, 
re ns: UnnEu hGunwquyniu Gu puwguwy, nn Unwue pninnu 
wtih GU nGnGywgneiwd Gnby Ge pdwgky, nn ywuntnwaquh 


AMAA News - JAN » FEB + MARCH 2022 [Rais 


wnwghu huinpniwon yezuwuhu hwugnbkyE Gnizhhu, nnuntn, 
Sunuyn_u En UjEUn, GLwpneEu Gnnhu yhpwennuén bu pEnby: 
Nw2uNwunLuen Wugwt wuununp, eninnhu wnorepubnu 
ne Uhwen wwuntnwaquu En, Ge Uwuwiwun utp bwnwynn 
quitw4uGnp: Uyqencu pu sencniu En, reE uw hGnpew wu 
Unhwtgnighs («nhrGEnuhnu») qannonnntehLuutn Gu 
rez2uwune Ynnuhg, Ge Uh pwuh dwu wug wuEU pwu Yn 
hugun.wpuinch: Gap YEuonhl Gnnhuhg wnGuwle pet puyuyEu 
nnnnhcund Gnyhue pundnwgwh utp hwywonwyhu 
wjwi2unuywunteGuu hnrhnutnn ne Yunnwghue [ntptnnp, 
rE huswEu peazuwupl nupwyndb, E Uwjnwewnwe 
UnnGupwuwyGnunp GLGnizh pwnwen, nnn ownwyntu En 
unnuiu, WUEU pwu unnfunctg: Gu ne yhuu yGnwnwndwup 
GYEnt&gh, SnLuUyh Gywue Ge Upwyu JEY pul Ywnnnuguy 
wort. «SE’n, nnnnuh’n pen wnwnwoubnhu EL pua’ 
puwquwu&nhu. nnnnuh’n utp ghuntnnuGnhu Ge UjEupu»: 
UjyUnthtu uyunct&g thwfuumwmywuutnh suGngugnn 
hnupn, nnnug wEme En nGnuennty, YGnu4nby, Yugunwu 
uuunnk,: Lawug JEYyp Uhtuhg web&ih whwuwnunin 
wwununtehLtuuGnn whuwquwgnn wwunGnawquh GL 
Utn qnhtph Jwuh’ uJhwyu JEY pw En umfuyntu — 
wnorebl. «SE’n, nnnnuh’n en wnwnwoubnhu EL ua’ 
euwquwubtnhu. nnnnuh’n utp ghuntnnuGnhpu Ge UjEupu»: 
OnE on ,ntpGpn we&yh ne we&yh EAu Uwuwun_ pezuwun 
wnwofuunugdwl wwundéunnd: Sqnuu quuquhwnn_u 
En onp JEY wuquwu, fuounLU 2wum Ywnd, innan_u 
hwuquunwglk, UGq: UGue wuynntlw Enup pwnhu pn_u 
hldwuunnd quuqhgquiuq: UWWEU wuquu quilghgjGunny nuine 
Eh unwajhu Uuwoncu, GL ywonnn wwhhu unnhg wnosen_u...: 
3nywtuptnh 8 Ywd 9 En, Gnp hua utp Shtuphp 
nuyGputnhg UEyn fulnntg nn wygbybu Gnnhuh 
nhwhGndwnwunp Ge huwpwenpnteGuu nEwyencu 6wuwsGu 
hn wnuyh nhu, nl qnhne&y En uywutnwquh wnwehu 
on&nhu: Ulu push wywuwunkbu Gnwy Gu wyuintn, wuhuwin 
E wnpuwywywnnb, puwntpnd: Uhusy wyn dUwuuwygbk, Ep 
puquuyehe qhunennu&nh jnenupywennneehcuutnh, jet’ 
punG4uuutnh, ret hu puytputph quiwyutnh: Wyn 
eninnhg Uhwyu JEY pwu hwuywgwy, nn wuywfu 
unwuhg rE nnunntn Gu quuntntld Unguwtuntu, nng 
Uuwip hwewuwnwgqon wEmep E (fuEn hnw2eh: 
3nyutuptnph 19-hu Ungufuh Uwfuwquhnp bine 
ntuGgwe hGnntumwuntunteGuwup Ge jwyuwpwntg nn 
fe2uuuuhu Uh puh ehindtyen E hGnne Gnizhhg: Un tntnp 
unw4uneupuyy wntg wnwug wy ELUGn Upnutnn nLyninnwsd 
hnqhubnn: UEUp h6u hGnrew Yuu Yun6 fFuouwlgnretuu 
dwuwuwY htnwfuouh ue jubgh wnh duyup’ pet huswyEu 
GY ne wwyetg, nnhg yGuiny unnuiu WugWintg hGnwfuoun*® 
fuouwlgntehtun nin swtunpmws: Gu hwuywguwy nn 
huwinuutnn E wyjGLu suGuuGu fu npnnceu. puyg JEY pul 
Yuwy, nn wGue EF Ywnstl Ge ypuh Upw pu jnyun— SEnng 
nnnnuntehcuu ne gunnhen: Gu n’s Uh wndwuhe snug 
fuunntyine SEnnghg, nn wwuhwwuh UEUh GL utp UhLu 
qhuntnnutnh Yaulen, pwyg Upwyl SEnng 2unnheny Yunnn, 
GUUnw nnnnuntye-Guup wuywLhuby: UEY on wug Unnhg quilg 
uuu] GL Ub, uiquyhu nn hn hou wuEu pwu Ywnghu E, 
hua hwuwn SEnng nnnnpunteGwu ne gunnheh fyuwynt- 
rehcuu En: 
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3nuuntuptnh 22-hu 
hd Ge Yungu wuwlwe- 
aGL dwhnh puun_- 
reGul wwiuwufuwup 
nnuywu GyueL: UGue 
unnhuynLwo Ehup 14 ” 
on UGynLtuwuwy, Utn 
wnnwun: U2fuunhhg 
Yunntwo UGn YGwuen 
wiutupnunnuwd En 3 pwuh 
UE9 wuywunLu quugh, 
intpGp, GE wunwnuwn 
wnoee qgh2tn ne 
gtntl. «SE’n, nnnnuf’n 
UGn qghuntnnubnphu + 
Ge UpEUhU»: Uhuste f 
LnyGlptnh 5-n* unnuwu 
hn nwuw yh hGiw vuwg 
Gni2hnu: Lnybuptnp 
6-hu Unwue uMhynLWwod Ehu pennu&, hnbug nhnetnn® 
2ngwiuwylwu UE sauyubine hwuwn: Un dwuhu voue 
hlUwguwue wwuGnwquh wluninhg 2gwwum ontn wug: 
husuEu Uwk6e puwgwy, h hun yE ny UpEUhg, wy, unw 
ouy&Gnutnhg, pee fuyuyEU UuunnLtwod hnw2end puquwyehe 
wuquwuutn une, E ppGug Ge UjEUAuU wufunLtuwthbih 
renLwignn Uwhhg: 

VGuuntuetnph 16-hu Gu UGyubgh Untuwuwytpu* 
hndncuyul qanndtnny: Ugtybgh utp puyknutnhg UEYhu, 
nu nnwuhg UJEY 2Wwewye wnwg Uh pwuh dwunu UjEUpU 
Yuus&, En fnGug unncu, nnwEugh UyEuUp Ywnnnwuwy 
[nnwuw, GL hwa@ntuumlinn jnLwuw|: Gap wwupwuuntnLu 
Eh U&npwinwnuwy, nwuunhyhun vountguw pla GL wg |hubynU, 
hue ywuauibg pueuW2fuWM hnwguwuh Uh thwuthni2um: bul 
quinlwgwd huyGugehu h wwunwwufuwl* uw wuuwg, 
nn tntugeh dwuwuwy ubwuthnrzunp puyby E UjEUh 
qhUntnnw wu pwéuynuh qnuwuhg, nnuntn wnwuanu 
nnncwo E Gye, hwuywuuwjh E hs Ueywuwyh hwdun...: 
Lw Uhwyl wibjwgntg, nn sh Ywnnnugty uwuthni2up 
nuGy, hn UnyU wWEnntd GE whw’ unfuwugn_u E hua: 

UjduU Gu wyn thwuthnizunn Ynned GU hd hndntwywu 
UGnUw2wuyhyh qnpuwun_u, nnuEugh wuEU wuqu jp2zGu 
SEnng nnnnuntyehcuu ne 2Unnhen utp huuntw, nnuEugh 
Gu GLu 2Unphe GL nnnnunteh_u gnjg Ww nnw Ywnh_eu 
ncuGgnn, Uwnndulg, nnwEugh wuaunhun shabu nn Gu 
ne Yuu nsusnd wnuwby, sEhue Ge sGuUe Wy hwquwnwinn 
ounnutnhg, nnnug nnnhutnn qnhni&ghu wwutnwquh 
dwuwuw: «38h2wuw Yu wnnwunpng onhuntetwup Gnhgh», 
GLE funuwnhn_uu pninn UwhwwMwyutnh ounnuGnhu: 

busn’t SEnp wwhtg utp wnwyh Ge hn puytnutnph 
YGwuen, Gnp 2ntng eninna Uwhu En uthnn_wo, Gu sbu 
Yuinnn wuky: Pwyg Upwylb Yunnn GU wub), nn nw SEnng 
nnnnuntyehcuu nt 2unnheu E, nnh hudwhp sGu nuwnwnpn_l 
2UnphwywyntehLu jwymnuby GE trwne nw, SEnnon: 


UPLobY 
UCHUUPC 


Yén. Uwinghu Oshlywl fp unpyung 
UnuhuEp hiu: 


* den. Uwnghu Oshlywu 3nuhcu E Unphuh 
RujwunwuGbuyjg ULbunwipwuu wu GYyEntghh: 


O.nwPouw wu 


Untuimwhuytpkth Aiynwqpntietwt Ge 
Grunwinpnietwt Gnatppniwd Unp Cuumnnp up 


Utnhyuyh 2uwy UtGuwwnwulswywu CuuGnwygntehtup AMAA) ninuwfu 

E ywyunwinunbynt, rE fp funwhuntuwuend ne hndwuwennntebudpe 

3ujEwh ueE9 tnyu pUowynLGgwe wp GLUuwhuwyGnAEuh nennuqnntetbuwu 

Ge YEuwinnnte Gul Unthpntwsd hwupwuwunstih Unn nentGgnyg Un: 

Lnnwuuhwy hwunnnp, nn 156 Ep E, Yn YnE «Anwyuuweanclsy wunnyu* 
wyenteGuh uwntnnc_u h&wn» funnwghnp: Shnehl henhuwu E huyEujwhwy Gwuore 
annn, Uwujny w2fuwuuyhg ne ynrew wu ugu wp. Létnu GwnnyGuu: 

Rwuinnp fn punjenu ptt. gtpwquugwwytu pinwhwuwywu gqnnd up 
Up Uywunnth, uwhwyb gnh wnuntwo E nhtpwlwunstih jGqnind ne Ynuwy 
aureGngwuntebwu ahneh Up wtu huwquuwh Ywnnwgnthy hn dwypbuh jbqnlu 
euinGywebjne GE wunn niennuqnwywu YwunuubnpnLu SwuopwuwynL guuynteh_u 
ntuGgnn wuEU wwpheh huwjynnnhh Ynnuk: Uwywyb wuhyw Uwuluwinnwpewn 
ogquuywn whinh pywy = utbhenepwhuy dwndwnwuuGpne hwybnEuweiwun 
nLunighsuGnn_u, pwndnpwanyl Yuungtnne w2wybnwuGnncu Ge huywahuwywu hhduwpyu'nne nLeuwunnuénn_u: 

3wunnnhu jwnwowpwup unnnwanwe E |ppwuwuwhwy Swuore PEAWyWwuWqkun unpre. UndGuWYy Gohwybwu: Wu 
Uywunk, Yn wwy nn «uGpywy hwuLwewond wnwgehl wybwnynu Yn yench py nennuiqnwywu UEY uGnu nientgnjgn 
wnGeluwhwyGpaEuh wuGuwywéwfuntwod ne GppGluu wuywnyewhunbih encnan ufuwyuGnnu, uwhwyu hwgh_ewuh up Eo 
funnugwod nuetngnnjn UW’ wunnwnwnuyy, nn nennugnw wu Ywntenn qhuntihe Up prnwglbyne Unnehu U&pwhwune 
nuundut UwEL qnwywu, wwuudwul, Uazwyntewyhu puquuyehe qhunbipeubnn_, nnanug wyjwuyEu ndniwn yeE wnhyen 
neuGuuin wyuuEu puinnndf nt hudwunGn hwunhuybyin, GE wu wuEu epwyihu whunh Uwndwupnth qGntghy qhtunnu up 
ne fubjwigh wnwownny up»: 

buy huuuninnhu henhuwyn hp uwfuwewuhu uE9 Up pwguwunne, peEwyu qnnopl dGnuwnybg, nnnuhGunitentuntgswywu 
hn Gnaywnpwutwy wwano0uwUwnnteGul plyewgehu uh’2u guutnd Y’wunnwnwnuun, pt huyywywu Gaypannpnw yuu 
UwndwnwuuGnne pwndnwanu Ywngtnne zngwuwewnunn_tetul peeGyuwoncutnp gwlugufuhsy UGowudwuuinyetuudp 
hnGug Uwyntuh (bqneu wuyeGph nennuiqnnietwup qnbine wuywnnn Gow Enu...: 

Bhan wyu UeYuwYEn cu 6udpuy Gy Gynu’ GuinnyGu 6Gnuwp wo E unjyu w2fuwunwuhnntebwu wwunnwuun_etwu: 
Uu huUwmonEu ubLEnnitwh Guywnpywo E hwyng wypnepGuEu 21 wuuwntn fptug jwnntgwd ninnuwanwhwu 
Puinnneehcuubnnd: Wu GnYne nwulbwy uuwntnp, qnjq wn qnjq Utngniwos, wypneeGuh wyu qhn&Gnu bu, nnnue 
ninnwanwywu hwudwywnghu vey WWwuwhush_u Gu.-- pwNnudwyUUENLU A-O, 9-2, 1-f8, 3-3, 2-8, 2-9, A-F, 4-F, pul 
duyuuLnnuGnEw b-E GL A-O, nanug Unwy fen 21-nn ww Y'webuwy «2» qhnp, nn 2upneh wnwnwy Yo nunuwy 
hn uunnc&nhu’ «uncn ppe»-hu uwnpwd fuwntnncu wwu6wnue...: ALnGUu, anndhu hhduwywh Uwwunw hu E Yuntyh 
Gnuwod suubnd nuwndwuby UG nennuqnwywu ufuwylténn GL nenhutn gnjg wy ywnrewhwnbyne hwuwp Uwuwhush_u 
ununéncu ouncun. wnunn ntnnwanwywu ndnewnnteheuutnn: 

Lnnwunhy ahnen Uhwyl nennuqgnwywu nentGgnyg $F uw yuyu: Uupyw neup Gaunt wy, GaGuutn Guu: 

Lufu puinwahunntyeheu: 2Gqhuwyp, Uwuuwyh YEnuynd, puquwyehL UUWuwhushLu puntnne Yaw hwybynd fp 
ainttun, Wn U&nowuE Ww Yp uunntqupwuE quunue® gnyg unwind hwyGnNEU puntnne Yuqunretbwu qununupeutnn...: 
UU 2wun hGunwenepnu wu gheuntnne neu-jwunhuwu Yn pennne hn puyeGngnnutnn: 

3tunny YEuwnpnteheu: Uu wy neph’2 fungbyh YEw upu E UGp nuypngwywuuEnn_u vow, nandhGunte pweuwpwn 
sun, Yul Ywntennntyetwup s‘ntuntgnthn utp Ywpdwnwuubnn_u ukg: Ghnep 2ninpg 20 Eg jwunywgnigwd E 
huyGnEuh YEmwnnw yw uzwuuGnnc_l, Uwupwuwul pugwinn&ind pLpawpuushtn ugzwuh qnnowonteGwu ontuepuinu 
ne ntnnuuGnp Ge pninnhu hudwp wwiynd puquwyepL wuwinnhs onhuwuen: 

UdGphyuyh 2wy ULtGunwpwlswywu CuyGnwygntehcup, nn fn JEW nuptbuy wwudneebwu puywgenu uh’2u ne 
wnGLwewn Ywuquwd E hwy nupnghu ne hwy nLuwunnhl Ynnehu, yn hwrwuuwy, nn eGnwywunteGwu Unnwunhuy wyu 
ahnend Uwywunwe Y'pyjwy wnGeluwhuyGnEuh UGpwownynLtupu ne YGuunctuwyntetwu Ge oquuwhwn qnndohe Up 
nnwes Y'pyjuy UGp huwywfuou ne huywahn huunntyetwu datnen: 

QhneEu onhuwy Up neubuwyne Ywpbypnietwu hwuwn hwébgEpe hbnwawyub, Udtphyuyh Aw) ULGuwpwusywywu 
Cuyknuygntetbwu YEqnnuwuntnhu - 3bn. 201.265.2607: & 
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Book Review 


Ever Onward/Ohn Haratch 
By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 


Book Reviewed by Arthur Salibian, M.D. 


he title of Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian’s 46th book, Ever Onward/ 
Ohn Haratch, has been aptly chosen in times of spiritual, physical 
and environmental uncertainties. As Rev. Tootikian points out in the 
Preface, the title denotes "moving forward to new horizons" in spite of 
these unprecedented challenges. The book’s 43 articles cover various 
topics dealing with spiritual, social, political and historical issues. These articles \ ~ 
should be read through the lens of "moving forward," as each article in its own way . 
shows us the path to those horizons. EVER ONWARD 

Foremost, and pertaining to the Christian faith, Rev. Tootikian discusses OL 38UDU2 
biblical stories and narratives in more than 16 articles for a personal commitment 
to follow in Christ’s footsteps and seek His Kingdom first. Emphasized is a personal 
God that reveals "the way" forward through His Son Jesus Christ. 

What follows the personal commitment is the importance of seeking 
an unfettered education that pursues the truth. Here we are reminded of John 
Milton’s Areopagitica that criticizes restrictions placed on education by governing authorities. Milton affirms 
the Freedom to express one’s opinion and use the faculty of reason to seek the Truth. 

As in previous publications, Rev. Tootikian covers particular topics in the history of the Armenian 
church and the Armenian Evangelical movement. In this book, we are reminded of the Holy Translators of the 
fifth century who created the Armenian alphabet and translated the Bible into Armenian. Both achievements 
ushered in the "Golden Age of Armenian Literature." 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in the 19th century accepted, as other Protestant churches did, the 
personal reading of the Bible and its interpretation regarding "faith and practice." Rev. Tootikian reviews the 
"Cardinal Principles" of Armenian Evangelicals’ faith that has been passed onto future generations. 

Two articles are dedicated to women’s roles in the Armenian Evangelical community and its churches. 
The women’s role as educators and leaders in the churches has been positive steps. In contrast, the women’s 
role as ordained church ministers has stalled. Today, unlike other Protestant churches, Armenian Evangelical 
churches have taken a step backward in refusing the ordination of women. 

With regard to politics, Rev. Tootikian reviews Armenia’s Third Republic history and the 2020 Artsakh 
War that has shaped Armenia’s politics. The despair that has engulfed the country after the war requires 
taking a "hard look at missed opportunities" that are vital "for a better outcome" and renewed prosperity. 
Knowledge of our past is the road to progress. These are only a small sample of the many topics that Rev. 
Tootikian covers in his book Ever Onward/Ohn Haratch. Each of the 43 articles discussed may be considered 
as a "Stand alone" subject that is linked by a thread that gives a choice to move forward. The positive steps 
are clarified in each article. 

We are fortunate to have Rev. Dr. Tootikian’s pen continue to teach us what the Armenian Evangelical 
movement stands for. Likewise, we are indebted to him for his contributions to the literature of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church at a time when its leaders’ ink seems to have dried up. & 
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Haigazian University Press 


Even though Haigazian University has published academic volumes for several decades, the establishment of the 
Haigazian University Press (HU Press) in 2011 boosted both the rhythm and scope of its publications. 

U Press has an impressive list of publications, despite the various challenges it faces in a turbulent Middle East and 
economically unstable Lebanon. 

This year HU Press has scheduled to publish several books, including the proceedings of two conferences: Centennial 
of Greater Lebanon: Constituting the Idea of a "Lebanese Identity," Perspectives from the Lebanese Arts and Letters, and 
Armenians of Egypt, the editorials of Vahan Tekeyan published in the Cairo-based Arev daily between 1915 and 1945, 
and the 42nd volume of the Haigazian Armenological Review. 

Waiting for the opportunity to be published are a number of academic studies including those focusing on the 
history of the Lebanese Armenian community as well as the Armenian Genocide. 


Books may be ordered from: 
HUPress@haigazian.edu.lb 
amaa.org/bookstore 
noor@abrilbooks.com 


Established in 1955 by the Armenian Missionary Association of America and the 
Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East, Haigazian University | 
is the only Armenian higher education institution in the Diaspora supported 

by the AMAA. 


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will 
rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." Revelation 14:13 


The AMAA Board of Directors and staff wish to extend their heartfelt condolences to the families 
of the following deceased friends. 


Marie Alberian * Jack Boyajian Vahack & Elizabeth Haroutunian 
Weehawken, NJ Natick, MA Fresno, CA 


* Robert Avian * Samuel Devejian * Richard Janoyan 
Kent, CT Collingswood, NJ Hillsdale, NJ 


* Mugurdich Balabanian, M.D. * John Doursounian * Rev. James Kizirian 
Sherman Oaks, CA Westwood, MA Novato, CA 


* Carol Ann Azadian * Aram Yavruyan Grosse James Mukhalian 
Weston, MA Pointe Park, MI King of Prussia, PA 


* Astreed Bagdoian * Dorothy Gulezian * Lucy Parseghian 
Westboro, MA Brockton, MA Hermosa Beach, CA 


a a * Alice (Alyce) Tamzarian 
* Memorial donations designated for AMAA Boulder, CO 
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Raymond Vartan Avedian 

Raymond "Radar" 
Vartan Avedian of Fresno, 
CA passed away on 
November 18, 2021. He 
was 93. 

"Radar" was born in 
Fresno to George and Lily 
from Van, Armenia, who 
preceded him in death 
(1971, 1999) along with his younger brother, 
Leonard (2001). He graduated from Fresno High 
School and Fresno State University, earning a 
bachelor's degree in agriculture specializing 
in animal husbandry. He honorably served in 
the Army during WWII and taught secondary 
education before his long career as a Rabies 
Control Officer in the Fresno County Health 
Department. 

Radar was highly active in several churches, 
attending three services each Sunday. His love of 
the Lord and value of prayer and scripture was 
central in his life, and secondarily, his great love 
for horses and ranching. 

A lifelong passion, he fastidiously read and 
knew everything about equines and ranching 
from livestock to the land. At age 90, he 
purchased a cowhide to craft a saddle. He was 
a faithful attendee of the Clovis Rodeo, a fixture 
in church, enjoyed his '66 Chevy Impala and car 
shows with best friend Bob Scory, and was the 
family historian. 

He affably loved keeping relations with 
friends and family, even childhood neighbors, 
meeting friends and having good conversation. 
Even when he was crossed by others, he 
genuinely prayed for them. A lifelong Fresnan and 
supporter of veterans, he led the neighborhood 
watch group. He left his mark on others by his 
love for wanting what is right, true, good and 
faithful to his Lord, and his being ever faithful 
in prayer. 

He is survived by his sister-in-law and 
nieces, Boni, Krissy and Gabrielle, first cousins 
Norman and Richard among many other cousins, 
and his close friend of many years, Darlene 
Martin. 

He will be missed by many, but we rejoice 
with him that he is in the presence of the Lord, 
and we will see him again in the resurrection. 
His primary life purpose was to be a faithful 
son, brother, and servant to the Lord, but he 
proclaimed that he was not righteous in his 
own right; that his salvation was purchased by 
God when he trusted in Christ's righteousness 
to atone for sins instead of trusting in his own 
ability, so that no one may boast of their works. 
Now he has been transferred from the rolls 
of the Church militant to that of the Church 
triumphant. 

A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. Donations may be made in Raymond's 
name to the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America. 
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Grace Aynedjian 
Dr. Hagop (J ack) Aynedjian 


Grace Ay- 
nedjian passed 
away on August 
17, 2020, and Dr. 
Hagop (Jack) Ay- 
nedjian passed 
away on October 
30, 2021. Grace 
and Jack resided 
at Willow Valley 
Communities in Lancaster, PA. 

Grace was born in New York City to the 
late Nazar and Margaret Nazarian who were 
missionaries to the Middle East until 1947. Grace 
worked for Curtis Wright Corporation and then 
for the Paramus Board of Education. She met 
Jack Aynedjian who was a Barrington College 
student in Rhode Island and they were married 
in 1959. He continued his education at New 
York University in NYC. After graduation, he was 
accepted to be a member of the faculty of both 
NYU Medical Center and Albert Einstein Medical 
College, teaching microsurgery to post graduate 
medical doctors. 

Both Grace and Jack were born-again 
Christians and as such, their "Supreme Purpose" 
in life was to be used by the Lord to spread the 
Good News of the Gospel everywhere they went. 
Jack spent a significant amount of his free time 
preaching and conducting Bible studies in many 
churches, homes and rescue missions, both on 
the East Coast and in California. Grace, with her 
love of Jesus, talented voice, and warm and 
caring personality, participated in many God- 
honoring activities. 

The Lord blessed them with three wonderful 
children: James (married to Amy Runion), John, 
and Sharon (married to Dana Barkdoll) and four 
grandchildren: David, Jesse, Sierra and Nathan 
and recently with a great-grandchild, Jacob, from 
David and Chrissy. 

In 2005 they retired to Willow Valley 
Communities where Grace had a very active life. 
She loved singing and gardening but above all 
she, like her husband and parents, tried her best 
to reach the unsaved with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. To achieve this desire of hers, she and 
her best friend, Carol, would take roses to many 
patients, witness to them and encourage them to 
get well both physically and spiritually. Grace and 
Jack attended Monterey Chapel as their spiritual 
home since 2005 and were much blessed by the 
warm-hearted saints of the church members. 

Grace leaves a brother, John (Millie) who 
lives in New Jersey. She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Jeremiah (Jerry). Grace went to be 
with the Lord peacefully with her husband at her 
side as she took her last breath and entered her 
eternal home. Jack’s final wish was to be buried 
next to his beloved sweetheart Grace so that on 
the day of resurrection, they would "hold hands" 
together and "fly away" to the very presence of 
their most adoring and beloved Savior. 


Araxie Akiprikian Boloyan 

Araxie Akiprikian 
Boloyan of Cranston, RI 
passed away peacefully Ye 
on February 3, 2022 at 
the age of 91. Born on 
July 31, 1930 in Charvieu, 
France, east of Lyon, to 
the late Garabed and 
Nevart Akiprikian origi- 
nally from western Armenia of the former Ot- 
toman Empire, she was the youngest of 3 girls 
— Rachel Ohanessian (husband Yeghia) and Elise 
Juy (husband Roger), all pre-deceased. 

Araxie grew up and went to school in Lyon 
where her father had his own shoe cobbler busi- 
ness. She was very studious and took advantage 
of the opportunities presented to her. Her pur- 
suit of knowledge and her natural intelligence 
would serve her well throughout her life. Like 
many of her generation, she desired to move to 
America and find new opportunities for herself. 
In January 1955, she came to the US and lived 
with her uncle in New York City. While in the 
US, she took a job as a nanny and later briefly 
moved to Stratford, CT to help her relatives, the 
Yakoubians, tend to their 3 kids after their oldest 
was stricken with polio. 

At 26 years old, she was eager to find more 
permanent work to attain independence. She 
applied for and was offered a secretarial position 
at the United Nations after successfully passing 
the entrance exam. Her fluency in both French 
and English gave her the opportunity to work 
with foreign dignitaries who needed her dual 
language background. Her job required travel 
to Europe on behalf of the UN. 

On June 6, 1965 she married her love 
Vartan Boloyan, with whom she spent over 
54 years together before his passing in 2020. 
Araxie and Vartan had a lot in common. They 
both were the first of their families to emigrate 
to the US from France, their parents were Gen- 
ocide survivors, they both spoke French and 
Armenian fluently, and they loved their native 
France but cherished the life, opportunity, and 
future the US offered to them. They settled in 
Providence, RI and had three children, Carl, 
Lynn and Liz. In August 1970, they would buy 
a home in Cranston where they resided until 
their passing. 

Araxie devoted herself to her family. She 
was very loving and caring, always giving her 
children and grandchildren big hugs and kisses 
and expecting the same in return. People who 
met her always found her to be very kind, com- 
passionate and caring. Her life dedicated to her 
family was her legacy. 

Although she was brought up Catholic, 
Araxie attended and devoted her time to the 
Armenian Evangelical Church in Providence and 
Cranston, RI. As her family still resided in France, 
her new Rhode Island family embraced her as 
one of their own. This same dedication and devo- 


tion to both church and family was passed on to 
her own children and grandchildren. 

Araxie leaves behind a very large family 
including her children, Carl Boloyan, Lynn Tate- 
wosian, and Liz Hathaway, and their respective 
spouses Rachel Abrahamian Boloyan, William Ta- 
tewosian, and Joseph Hathaway; her 7 beautiful 
grandchildren, Lucine, David, and Anna Boloyan, 
William and Victoria Tatewosian, and Joshua and 
Arianna Hathaway. 

Funeral services were held on February 12, 
2022 at the Armenian Evangelical Church in Cran- 
ston, RI, followed by burial at Swan Point Cem- 
etery, Providence. Donations in her memory may 
be made to the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
RI or the AMAA. 


Ardemis Ejdaharian 

Ardemis (Arda) Ej- 
daharian passed away 
peacefully on December 
17, 2021 in Clovis, CA. 
She was 91. 

Ardemis was born 
on May 8, 1930 in Bei- 
rut, Lebanon to Meg- 
erdich and Elise (Ashji- 
an) Ejdaharian. She was 
raised in a loving family with three other 
siblings — Araxie Karamanoukian, Haig and 
Armine Bilezikjian. 

As a medical doctor, her father heeded 
the call of his profession to serve others. 
The family moved frequently from Beirut to 
Iskenderoun, back to Beirut then to Gaza with 
a brief time in Kirkuk, Iraq. Ardemis eventually 
returned to Lebanon in the mid-1950s. 

During these moves, Ardemis also got the 
call to help others and entered the nursing 
profession serving with great dedication for 
the rest of her professional life. She and her 
sister Armine emigrated to the United States 
in 1961 where she joined the nursing staff of 
Providence St. Joseph’s Hospital in Burbank, 
CA. She retired from nursing in 1993 but her 
heart and soul never left the profession. 

In addition to her love for her family, her 
interests included travel and classical music. 
She could often be heard humming arias from 
her favorite operas. 

Ardemis attended the United Armenian 
Congregational Church (UACC) in Los Angeles, 
CA and was also a life-long supporter of the 
AMAA. 

Ardemis will be remembered as a dedi- 
cated and loving daughter and sister. She will 
be missed as a loving aunt by her nephews, 
Bernard and Zaven Karian and niece, Aline Kar- 
amanoukian-Christiansen and their families. 

Funeral services were held on January 
11, 2022 at the Old North Church at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Mortuary in Hollywood Hills, 
CA. Memorial contributions may be made to 
UACC or to the AMAA. 


Zarouhie J amgotchian 
Zarouhie "Susie" 
Jamgotchian passed away 
on November 19, 2021 
after a long and extraordi- 
nary life, at the age of 94. 
Born on October 28, 
1927 in the town of Kala- 
dooran, in Kessab, Syria, 
Susie was the fourth child NF 
of Zeron and Ferida Yaralian. She grew up on the 
family farm, but being the fourth daughter, her 
older sisters took care of the household chores. 

When the Great Depression spread world- 
wide, Susie's mother found she could no longer 
care for her daughters while also working the 
farm. She placed six-year-old Susie and her 
three older sisters in an orphanage in Beirut, 
Lebanon. When the family got back on its feet, 
Susie's mother picked up her daughters from 
the orphanage and the family went back to 
Kessab. There, the family continued to grow, 
with the birth of three more daughters, includ- 
ing twins, along with a son who died in infancy. 

Even at an early age, education was very 
important to Susie as she begged her father to 
let her go to school. In 1943, the family moved 
to Beirut permanently, allowing Susie to attend 
the Armenian Evangelical High School. Since 
Susie excelled in her studies, the school hired 
her as one of their teachers after graduation. 
She also became part of the alumni association 
where she took an active role in the organization. 
While serving as the secretary for the associa- 
tion, she met her future husband, John Hovannes 
Jamgotchian, who was the association's treas- 
urer. They were married on July 3, 1948, and 
continued to reside in Beirut. In 1958, John was 
granted a visa to America only to have it lost to 
bureaucratic complications. Not willing to wait 
any longer, they decided to emigrate to Canada 
to join John's older sister, Irene, in Toronto. 
Upon their arrival they became involved with 
the Armenian community. In 1960, John and four 
of his newly immigrated friends and their wives 
founded the first Armenian Evangelical Church 
in Toronto, Canada. 

Their dream to live in California came to 
fruition in 1962 and they became members of 
the United Armenian Congregational Church in 
Los Angeles and served the Church in various 
offices and committees. Susie loved to garden 
and enjoyed family camping trips. At the encour- 
agement of her sister, Joyce, who was already a 
registered nurse, she pursued a nursing career. 
After completing some night school science 
classes, she was admitted to the Registered 
Nursing program at Los Angeles Valley College 
in Van Nuys, graduating the same year as her 
daughters who graduated from college and high 
school. Susie continued in the nursing field as a 
private duty nurse. 

Eventually Susie joined her husband, John, 
in retirement allowing them to travel. Over the 
years they visited more than 70 countries all 
over the world. The most important things in 
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life for her were her faith and her family. She 
was married to John for 68 years and widowed 
five years ago. 

She is survived by her three children Nora 
Jamgotchian, Lena (Edward) Marderosian, and 
John (Diana) Jamgotchian; five grandchildren, 
Megan and Nicole Marderosian and Jayna, 
James (Taline) and Jessie Jamgotchian two 
younger sisters, Kohar Avedikian and Knar 
Goulian; and numerous nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Funeral services were held on January 7, 
2022, at Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills, CA. Memo- 
rial donations can be made to the AMAA Orphan 
and Child Care program. 


Van Manuel Kassouni 

Van Manuel Kassou- 
ni of Cascade, MI passed 
away peacefully Novem- 
ber 23, 2021. He was 58. 

Van was born Feb- 
ruary 6, 1963 in James- 
town, NY to Sarkis Ma- 
nuel and Olivette (Tre- 
vannion) Kassouni. He 
moved with his family to East Grand Rapids, 
MI where he graduated high school in 1981. 
Van was an entrepreneur, inventor and busi- 
nessman of extraordinary talent. While getting 
his start in the family business, he was largely 
self-taught. There was nothing he wouldn't take 
on. From starting his own business in molding 
and stamping, he expanded to own restaurants, 
manufacturing facilities, as well as property 
investmentin areas of development long before 
they were recognized by the market. He held 
over 30 patents and was working on several 
more as illness began to take its toll. Van had 
a bigger than life personality and was loyal to 
a fault. Throughout his life he gave back and 
helped friends in need. 

Van was an avid traveler. He and his wife 
Luba traveled the world with their children on 
trips to Europe, Russia, China, New Zealand and 
many warm islands in the winter months. When 
not traveling, Van was always trying something 
new. From acquiring antique steam tractors to 
teaching his son how to fish, he was always ready 
for a new adventure. 

Taken way too young, Van lived life to the 
fullest. He is survived by his wonderful wife, 
caregiver, and biggest advocate Lyubov (Luba), 
his children he adored, Stefanie, Alexandra, and 
Arthur, his brothers Dicran (Irina) and Armen 
(Kimberly), and his sister-in-law Ann Kassouni. 
His larger family of nieces, nephews, cousins, 
aunts and uncles extends around the globe. He 
is reunited in Heaven with both parents and his 
brother Haig. 

A memorial service was held on December 
4, 2021 at Cascade Christian Church with Pastor 
Jill Forton officiating. Memorial contributions 
may be made to a charity of choice. Ea 
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Armine Beatrice Mardiguian 

Armine Beatrice 
Mardiguian, long-time 
and dear member of 
the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of New York, 
passed away on Novem- 
ber 29, 2021. She was 107. 

Born November 
12, 1914 in Washington 
Heights, NYC to Logofet 
and Virginia Moroukian, Armine graduated from 
George Washington High School and then at- 
tended business school in NYC. Her first full-time 
job was as a secretary for a winery in downtown 
NYC in the late 1930s. About this time, she met 
Steven Mardiguian at the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York. Armine and Steve were 
married on December 20, 1943, while Steve was 
serving in the US Army Signal Corps, during a one- 
week pass before shipping out to the Philippines. 

During WW2, Armine moved to Allentown, 
PA to live with her parents and help with their 
carpet shop "Moroukian Rugs." She also worked 
as a secretary for Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
("Convair") Company that built airplanes for 
the war effort. It was during this time that her 
brother Armen succumbed to Hodgkin's Disease. 
Armine was devoted to her brother and took care 
of him until his passing. 

After the war, Steve and Armine lived in 
Queens, NY. Armine and Steve were active 
members of the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
New York, where Armine served as the church 
Secretary for over 20 years. In 1951, they moved 
to a home in New Hyde Park in Queens where 
Armine lived in that same house for the rest of 
her life. Steve passed away in 1988. 

Armine is survived by her two sons Armen 
and Jim Mardigian. Armen is a career Air Force 
vet. He and his wife Mary (nee Timms) live in 
Colorado. They have two daughters, Amy and 
Cathy, who are both married and live in Colorado. 
James, a career railroader, is married to Kathleen 
(nee O'Hara) and live in Queens, NY. 

Funeral services were held on December 
6, 2021 at the Thomas F. Dalton Funeral Home, 
North New Hyde Park, NY. | 


Robert Messerlian 
Robert B. "Bob Bax- 
ter" Messerlian of Cran- 
ston, RI went home to be 
with the Lord on January 
24, 2022. He was the be- 
loved husband of Gloria 
Roupenian Messerlian for 
62 years. Born in Provi- 
dence, RI, the son of the 
late Leon J. and Eugenie Y. Hazarossian Mes- 
serlian, he was a lifelong resident of Cranston. 
Robert graduated from Cranston High 
School in 1950 and Zion Bible Institute in 1953. 
He was the founder of Baxter's Fine Jewelry, a 
former President of the Metal Findings Manufac- 
turers Association and was a U.S. Army Korean 
War veteran. Among his other many interests 
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included boating, golfing, music, spending time 
with his family and Bible studies. 

Most importantly, he was a faithful servant 
of the Lord. His faith was paramount in his life. 
He was a former Elder of the Cranston Christian 
Fellowship and Deacon of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Rhode Island. He was a past 
Board Member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America. 

Besides his wife, Robert is survived by his 
children, Lisa Abbott and her husband Stephen 
and Paul Messerlian and his wife Geralyn. He 
was the cherished grandfather of Ariana and 
David Abbott and Janina and Nicole Messerlian 
and the brother of Evelyn DerMardersoian and 
Leon Messerlian. 

Funeral services were held February 1, 
2022 at the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Rhode Island, followed by burial at Swan Point 
Cemetery, Providence. 

Donations may be made in his memory to 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Rhode Island 
or the AMAA. 


J ohn N. Nazarian 

John N. Nazarian, 
beloved father, grandfa- 
ther, relative and friend, 
passed away in Los An- 
geles, CA on January 22, 
2022. He was 84. 

Born on December 
28, 1937, John was an 
unsung hero and an in- 
spiring light to everyone 
who knew him. He especially cared for the under- 
appreciated and downtrodden and he deeply 
loved both humanity and nature. 

As anavid patron and collector of Armenian 
art he strove to raise awareness of the Soulful 
Treasures of Armenia and its people, and proudly 
had translated into English and published a fam- 
ily biographical book written by his late mother, 
Alice Nazarian. The book is titled "Bloodied, But 
Unbowed: A Memoir of the Ashur and Arshaluys 
Yousuf Family" and was published in 2018. 

John was a spiritual seeker who was also 
deeply creative. He loved acting, writing and cin- 
ema. Early on he starred in two Armenian films 
made in America, "Promise of Love" and "Debt 
of Blood." He graduated from the Pasadena 
Playhouse and Cal State Los Angeles, majoring 
in Theater Arts and was accepted to UCLA School 
of Cinema, but held off from attending to be a 
father. Throughout his life he traveled the world, 
took many wonderful photographs, touched and 
helped many lives, and made short subject nar- 
rative and documentary films. 

Funeral services followed by interment were 
held on February 24, 2022 at Hollywood Hills, For- 
est Lawn Mortuary Park, Los Angeles, CA. 

John is survived by his sons Vartan N. 
Nazarian and John Sayat Nova Nazarian, his 
grandson, Jacob Zane Nazarian, and the entire 
Nazarian, Darakjian, Boyadjian, Tootikian, Hama- 
lian, Badakian, Houlian, Bosnoyan, Hovsepian 
(Yousouf), Markarian and Sarkissian families. 


Donations may be made in honor of John 
to the AMAA or COAF. 


MneGnwn ew 

2022 je.-h thiunn- ane 
Uwinh 11-hu 2uwywiuuwWu- 
Juyg UdGunwpwuu yuu 
G4ytntghu gwuywyih 
Unnpntuwm nLuGgwu. 64 
mMwnGywuntld owun 
hhywunynteyntuhg h 
Stn Ulgtg fentUwlywuh 
RZwujwunwubwyg 
UdGuwpwuuyuu GyEntghh peace Ati 
Mnetnwn Ufuhywnywup: Utn hnqlinn Enenn 
Uwhu wudwuwuwy En, pujg hnyup, nn 
uw uhugt, E utp Shnngp, fenyy, E nwyhu 
Ufuhrewnu&, ne hh2by Unwpywih funuptnn, je 
Shnng Swnwyh hwdwn wuyntip Lphuunnu E, 
UGnubip® 2wh (Phyhutghu 1:21): 

MnpGnw Ufuhpewpjywup suds, E 1958 
e-hu, fencvwlywu punwencu: 1976 fe.-hu 
wuwinunbyE ntnh Upguwyung nwpngp, 1977- 
1979 jaye. OuNwyG, E undGurwywu pwuwyntu: 
1980;e.hg undnnp&, E ALYpWAPuUyh Mun ynd 
Punuweh wynihunGbuupywyuu huuunhunncuintd 
W puU4UE, Wyn PuUnwenLU Uhusl 1996 fe.- 
p: 1996-2002 sare. pPuUUyUb, E CG4pUwuhwyh 
Gjnuptng puNnwencu, wyuuNntNn EL qutby E 
Uuwnon_u, wuyw2fuunby wyunthGunt.3.5 uwnh 
undnpby E wuundwow2uyywu pnyibon iu: 

Udwnmb&iny wy’ 2002 je.-hu Swnw- 
Jnteywu uGuhyend UE&pwnwndaby E pp Ouunw- 
Uwjn feénruvwuywu: Lniuu puwywuhu, 
Uhuuwynd Uden hywyh Aw UWdGuNwnwuswywu 
ouyEnwygnteywu qnnonLubntyejwunp, 
pouGy E fencvwuywunLtld Awywumwljwyg 
Udbuwpwuuywu GyEnGgne hhduwnnuwu 
annohu: AneGpwn Enewjypp hwéwfu En 
hhantu, nn 2002 fe.-h ubwntUptnhu, tnp 
wmGnh ncubgwy féntuwujywuh GYyEnGgne 
wnuwohl ww2unwunLuep, punwutGup 4 hngh 
En UGnyw: Pwyg Nwnhubph pusewgen tu, 
Uuwsdn onhuntejwup GyYEntghu wotg, 
Pnhuwnnubwywu nwumnhwpwhntejwu 
Sownwjntepyneuugpu wWyMhduwguwtu: 
Uuwmodn tunupp nwnwodtg UwunLyutnh, 
wwunwuhubnh, Eahnwuwpnubnh ne 
umwntgutnh gnguuncu: 

Mnptpm Uluhpewunjywuh Yywuen, 
ounwuGbywu hupwptnpnteyneuukgnu ne 
Uuwmdn_u Udhndwontpeyntup Uywyntyeyncu 
En 2wu pentuwujywughutnh hwuwn, 
nupGn GyYEnGgntU quuntU Ehu hnddh 
Ufuhfwnntyeyntup, wowygntyeyntuu ne 
puguiGnwupu Uunodn funupnu: MAnpbpw 
Ufuhpewpjywuu fnbu Gwuwsnnutnh ununcl 
Ylduw npuwbu Uumndn hwdwmuphu swunw, 
YGuuntpwfu, hntunnnu, pwuwiuntu Gnpuyn: 
Unw fennud wuwunp uGd E, Uuundn tunupnd, 
Unredwo uGnntunutnp Unw ownwynLeywu 
twuwanyl quuhuwuwywuu Gu: 

MnpGpw Ufuhpwpywuu wlntuuwgws 
En UGnw GuwhdtEnnjywuh htu: Lpawue nu&u 
2 quuwl;: & 


AMAA Bookstore - 


Armenian English Diglot 
New Testament 

Western Armenian and 
Today's English version. 
Item # 508 - Price: $15.00 


Angel of Aleppo 

The story of Reverend 
Hovhannes Eskijian, who 
risked his life to save 
children in Aleppo, Syria 
during the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915. By 

M. Kay Nanian 
Illustrations by Mariam 
Dashtoyan 

Item # 410 - Price: $10.00 


The Armenians of Musa 
Dagh:From Obscurity 
to Genocide Resistance 
and Fame 1840-1915 

_ By Vahram 

| Shemmassian, Ph.D. 
Item # 408 (paper back) - 
Price: $30.00 


Featured Books 
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ws The Hymnal (Hokevor 


| Yerkaran) 

} Znqtinp Gaqupwts 
Bilingual Hymns 
Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
Printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
By Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $25.00 


The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German 


GENOCIDE Foreign Office Archives, 


1915-1916. 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


History of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of 
North and South America 
History of AEUNA churches, 
their founders, locations, 
pastors, leaders, and programs. 
Published by AEUNA 

Item # 401CO - Price: $10.00 


The Genesis and Early 
Development of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
History of the founding of the AMAA. 
By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
Item # 403 - Price: $20.00 


Scan here to visit 
the bookstore and 
order your books 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items and for orders, please visit www.amaa.org/bookstore or contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607 
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The AGBU Hadjin Orphanage 1919-1920 - 3. F. C. UfnteGwu 2wépup Anpwungn 1919-1920 - 
Haigazian University Press - Published by The Hadjin Compatriotic Union, Lebanon 


Bibles Behind Bars 


The AMAA has been reaching inmates through the donation of Armenian 
Bibles. We are thankful that the word of God and hope is reaching behind 
bars through the work of local Chaplains. We recently received testimony 


that in one day, five Bibles were distributed to Armenian men in one prison 
ward. The need is great and the AMAA is blessed to touch these lives 
through the donation of Bibles. 


| needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, 
| was in prison and you came to visit me. Matthew 25:36 


BOOKS 


ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the 
Rationale, Program, and Impact of the Educational Institu- 
tions Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey, 400 pp, 
HDD siacvescetiveeeauhosvindy talveensinseialeiesleesviasseieehiedatesin dian $39.99 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
future. DD #355 CO isi iseist esieied oienodinviendhinieisieeeiatiend $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian Culture. PD #252 oo...ccccccccccccccsccesscecsseecsseecsseeenaes $10.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS EX- 
TREMISM: by Dr. Arthur Salibian. The Growing Influence of Funda- 
mentalism in Armenian Evangelical Churches. pb #3611 ....... $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles, 249 pp, pb #341 oo... cccccceeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee $15.00 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 
through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356.............6 $35.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Arme- 
nians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. hc #305 ......$20.00 


CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook. 354 pp, AC #237... ccccccccecceeeeeeeees $25.00 


HEAVEN'S PASSPORT; FOR AFULLER LIFE ON EARTH by Carnegie 
Calian, Ph.D. Readers will use this book not only as a resource 
for strengthening their own inner sense of living under God’s 
grace, but also as one’s biblical passport. pb #411........... $10.00 


AHIsTORY OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY, by Leon Arpee. A fairly 
objective overview of the Christian pilgrimage of the Armenian 
people throughout the centuries. NC #366... $25.00 
| SHALL Not DIE, By Rev. Nerses Sarian. The personal account 
of Rev. Sarian's survival story during the Armenian Genocide. 


156 PP., PD 4347... ecccccccsccccsscecssecesseeesseecesueecsseeesaes $12.00 
IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
selected SErMONS. PD #310 ...... ee. eccceessseceeeeeceeeseestteeeeees $20.00 


THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGy, by Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C........ $20.00 


RECLAIMING KoNIA, by Heather Ruth Martin. A tale of love, 
loss and the Armenian Genocide - based on the true story of 
Melkon Jenanyan. PD #376CO.......ccccccccccessececssseeeeeessees $14.99 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime 
of Christian Service. #346 .0.......ccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeteteeees $20.00 


THE THIRSTY ENEmy - A MEmorr, by Dr. John Markarian. It 
tells about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian 
College (now University), an institution of higher learning, 
and finds its theme in seven years of war, giving a drink to 
the thirsty Enemy. 438 pp, pb #335 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EmPIRE 1915-1916, by Viscount Bryce. Documents 
presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. NC #146 .........01:ccccceeteeeeeteeeeeteeeeeee $23.00 
WHISPER OF THE ROOTS - U.ptdwunGtpnt UpdniGgn, by Rev. 
Vatche Ekmekjian. A bilingual book (Armenian and English) pres- 


em AMAA News - JAN + FEB * MARCH 2022 


ents the surviving Armenian Evangelical Sanctuaries and Build- 
ings of Affiliated Educational Institutions in Historical Armenia 
and Cilicia with a photo gallery. 134 pp, pb. #363CO........ $20.00 
THE YOUTH HOME OF ISTANBUL: by Hrant Guzelian. A story of 
the Remnant’s Homecoming. Pb #357 ......ccccccccseeeeeeeeees $20.00 


£U36PRU &PPreoe 


U.ppeGgnip Ubpupnhn GuGning UnwoGnpnp - StnpGul* 
WhfipwG GhqikétuG - Unwolnpyr Yuu — niunighy 
wwiunpwuunnkint nwupGwgp - #500...............c $10.00 


duyky UnwohG GuywnwG - 2bnhGuy’ QuikG tewGétbuG - 
VuGyniepiG niGkgnn wn Up ynigtpp - #351....... $25.00 


nun QuuwuGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SniG %wpéh Quudini- 
eG dp - 2tnhGul> 2pwGn GpigkiiwG - 7329........... $20.00 


Uhnpyy OpkGpp - SwuGwpwttwy QuunippwGGepp te Skpni- 
GuywG U.snoepn - 2tnpGul) bp. vVowG QuquytwG ti dtp. 
bnyun. Ohyepp Snnpud6p - 7330... eee cece cece cnet $5.00 


UppwGEu &AG. GaGwybwG be GnoGwuhnfunyefpiGp Rwupbyup- 
qniyefiG 9k = 26nhGwuy GoniwGn PwuniGp - #331..... $20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES -U.USNhUGU.CARv26P 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....625.00 


pb white - large #503 o.oo... ceccsccesseecesseeesteeesesseeeeees $20.00 
Leather bound black - large #504... $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 ........cceeeeeeeeeeees $30.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc #510............. $20.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN NEW TESTAMENT & PSALMS - pb 
BOOT cgi es satnpacecann dacegenaharadecnin atdtaettetmadaneg ates bea bans $10.00 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 


$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


Empower Border Village Families in 
Armenia and Artsakh 


The Story of the 
Isuounts Family 


he Isuounts family is among the 
hundreds of families who were 
affected by the 2020 44-Day Artsakh 
War. They lived in Alashkert village, 
Kovsakan/Zangilan region, in Artsakh. 


They moved to their new house before the 
war. But due to the war, they had to leave their 
house, gardens and animals. The family decided to settle in Vorotan, in Syunik region, Armenia. It 
is a border village and it takes much effort to reach the village as the main road is under the Azeri 
control. 


Vanoush Isuounts and his wife Tamara have seven children, four boys and three girls. They are: 
Senik is in the 9th grade. He loves physics and dreams of becoming a driver. 

Arame is in the 8th grade. He loves chemistry and wishes to be an engineer. 

Eyner is in the 6th grade, likes to paint and dreams of being a famous painter. 

Liana is in the 1st grade. She likes to play outside. 

Amanda attends kindergarten and wants to become a policewoman. 

Razmik attends kindergarten. 

Victoria is the youngest at just 3 years old. 


The children miss their friends and school. They especially miss the new house in Artsakh where 
they lived for only a few days. They left their village during the last days of the war. 


The AMAA'ss Empower an Artsakh Family Program gave the Isuounts family an opportunity 
to stand up and start all over again. During the first quarter they purchased a sewing machine 
and special materials which are used for agricultural purposes to cultivate the harvest especially 
during mulberry harvest. Now they can sew materials of varied sizes and sell them. During the 
second quarter, they purchased a barn near their house and hens. Currently they are making some 
renovations on the barn and want to expand it. They also plan to buy pigs and other farm animals. 


Empower an Artsakh Family has been a huge support for this family and many other families 
from Artsakh. 


Please use the attached envelope or scan the QR Code to make your 
donation today and Empower Border Village Families in Armenia and Artsakh. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America Nancbrakt Org, 
31 West Century Road U.S. Postage 
Paramus, NJ 0'7652 PAID 
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Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church Council (1940s) - Aleppo, Syria 
Standing L to R: Hovsep Cherchian, Kevork Chakmakjian, Vazken Khanjian, Dr. Samuel 
Mgrdichian, Nejib Shirikjian. Seated L to R: Hagop Jon Tashijian, Rev. Siragan Agbabian, 

Dr. Avedis Jebejian and Hagop Ekmekjian. 


